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SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 
1. SCOPE : 1993 Assembly elections covered the six 
states, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, 
Himachal Pradesh, Rajathan and Mizoram. The basic 
aim of the study is to bring together at one 
place the documents periodicals and articles 
published in Indian and foreign journals on the 
subject. I have tried to include all relevant 
tocips from election campaign to installation of 
ministry in the statesand also tried to include all 
the concerned subtopics and in each, a fev; 
representative articles have been docu^iented. 
Keeping in view the topically of the study instead 
of plain annotations, informative abstracts have 
been prepared for the articles. 
Jt ''^ B given task of preparing an annotated 
bibliography of 201 articles on "Assembly 
elections, 1993" as it was thought that it might 
be of great use to research scholars in this 
field. 
Part one deals v/i-x-, introduction of the topic 
Part two v/hich is the main part of present study 
consists of an annotated bibliography on the 
(\v; 
topic. Part three however deals with indices. 
2. METHODOLOGY : The primary sources v/ere consulted 
in the following libraries. 
(a) Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh Muslim 
•,,>^j Uuniversity, Aligarh. 
' M - . I 
[^ (b) CH. M. Koya Library, Calicut University, 
Kerala. 
(c) Guidance & Coaching Centre, Aligarh Muslim 
University, Aligarh. 
(d) Seminar Libarary, VJest Asian Studies, 
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. 
STANDARD FOLLOWED : 
The Indian standard recommendations for 
bibliographical references (13:2381-1963), Indian 
standard recommended for abbreviation for titles 
of periodicals (15:18-1949) and classified 
catalogue code (CCC) of Dr. S.R. Ranganathan have 
been followed. 
SUBJECT HEADING : 
Attempts has been made to give co-existensive 
subject headings as much possible. An allowed by 
U; 
natural language if more than one entry comes 
under the same subject headings, there are 
arranged alphabetically by the authros name. 
5. ARRANGEMENT : 
The entries in this bibliography are arranged 
strictly alphabetically among the subject heading. 
The entry element of the author (s) is in 
capitals, (i.e. surname) fo: lied by the secondary 
element in parenthesis using capital and small 
letters (i.e. forename) and then the title of the 
article, subtitle (if any), then name of the 
per iodical in abbreviated form (if needed) being 
underlining followed by volume number, issue 
number, date of publication, giving by using 
inclusive notation of the pages of the articles. 
Then each entry is followed by an indicative 
abstract of the article. 
The items of the bibliographical 
references for each entry of a periodical 
article are arranged as follov\?s: 
(a) Serial number 
(b) Name of the author/authors 
(c) A full stop (. ) 
(d) Title of article inlcluding subtitle 
and alternative title if any. 
(\J\) 
(e) A full stop (.) 
(f) Title of the periodical being 
underlined. 
(g) A full stop (.) 
(h) Volume number 
(i) A comma (,) 
(j) Issue number 
(k) Semi colon (;) 
(1) Year 
(m) A comma (,) 
(n) Month 
(o) Semi colon (;) 
(p) Inclusive pages of the articles. 
(q) A full stop (.) 
SAMPLE ENTRY : 
1993, ASSEMBLY ELECTICKS,CAMPAIGN, GANDHI (MENAKA) UP 
GUPTA (Sharad). Meneka in an av/kward spot. Times 
of India; 154, 267; 1993, November, 9; 4. 
EXPLANATION : 
This article is taken fv^ rm the periodical 
"Tim£*<: of India" v;hich is entitled as "meneka an 
A 
awkv/ard Spot", written by "GUPTA (Sharad)", in the 
number 
267/of the 154th volume of the November, 1993 
year, on the page 4, against this entry. 
(Vti) 
re' 
,v>^ 
ABSTRACT : 
The entries in the bibliography contain 
abstracts giving the essential information about 
the articles documented, I have given indicative 
abstracts as well as informative abstracts. After 
searching the literature, entries were recorded on 
7" X 5" cards. 
INDICES : 
The part three of the bibliography contain 
Author, and title indexes in alphabetical 
sequence. Each index guides to the specific entry 
or entries in the bibliography. 
; A list of periodicals has been given with 
,...,'<''' their place of publication and frequency. Another 
list of the abbreviations with their full form is 
also provided. 
vm^ 
LIST OF PERIODICALS DOCUMENTED 
S.NO. Nt^iE OF PERIODICALS FREQUENCY PL«CE OF 
PUBLICATION 
1. 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
9 . 
10 . 
1 1 . 
12. 
13 . 
14. 
15 . 
16 . 
17 . 
18 . 
19 . 
20 . 
2 1 . 
2 2 . 
B l i t z 
Economic a n d ^ ' o l i t i c a l w e e k l y i / 
Economic T imes v^ 
F i n « n c i a i E x p r e s s 
F r o n t l i n e 
H i n u u 
H i n d u s t a n T imes 
I n d i a Today 
I n d i a n E x p r e s s 
I s l a m i c V o i c e 
L i n k 
Mus l im I n d i a 
P a t r i o t 
P i o n e e r 
R a d i a n c e 
S e n t i n a l 
S t a t e s m a n 
Sunday 
T e l e g r a p h 
Times of I n d i a 
N a t i o n a l H e r a l d 
T r i b u n e 
Weekly 
Weekly 
Da i l y 
D a i l y 
F o r t n i g h t l y 
D a i l y 
D a i l y 
F o r t n i g h t l y 
D a i l y 
F o r t n i g h t l y 
Weekly 
M o n t h l y 
D a i l y 
D a i l y 
Weekly 
D a i l y 
D a i l y 
Weekly 
D a i l y 
D a i l y 
D a i l y 
D a i l y 
BOfrbay 
Bombay 
New D e l h i 
« 
New D e l h i 
Madras 
New D e l h i 
New D e l h i 
New D e l h i 
New D e l h i 
"bang lo r e 
Bombay 
New D e l h i 
New D e l h i 
New D e l h i 
New D e l h i 
G u w a h a t i 
New D e l h i 
C a l c u t t a 
C a l c u t t a 
D e l h i 
New D e l h i 
Chard i g a r h 
] • ) < : 
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED 
AlCC :' A l l I n d i a Congress Commi t tee 
BJP : B h a r a t i y a J a n t a P a r t y 
BSP : Bahu jan Samaj P a r t y 
CEC : C e n t r a l E l e c t i o n Commit tee 
CPI : Communist P a r t y of I n d i a 
C P I ( K ) : Communist P a r t y of I n d i a ( M a r x i s t ) 
CM : Chief M i n i s t e r 
CWC : Congre s s Vforking Ccxnmittee 
EC : E l e c t i o n Commissi&n 
HP : Himachal P r a d e s h 
INC : I n d i a n N a t i o n a l Congres s 
JD : J a n t a D a l 
MJD : Mizoram J a n a t a Dal 
MLA : Member of L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly 
MNF : Mizo N a t i o n a l F r o n t 
MP : Madhya P r a d e s h 
MP : Member of P a r l i a m e n t 
MPOC : Madhya P r a d e s h Congres s Commit tee 
OBC : O t h e r Backward C a s t e s 
SC : S c h e d u l e d C a s t e s 
sp : Samajwadi P a r t y 
ST : S c h e d u l e d T r i b e « 
UP : U t t a r P r a d e s h 
UPCC : U t t a r P r a d e s h Congress Committee 
'Pant O^te 
^9ttMduetOM^ 
/••' :/';"v,/^'*' . e^'^'\,M'^l N T.R D D U C T I O N 
,,/ 
.  .P   
y'- December 199 2 to December 199 3 has been a very eventful 
period in the polit ical field of the India. On December 6,1992 
the Babri Mosque at ^yodhya was demolished. The BJP Chief Mini -
ster of Uttar Pradesh resigned after the demolition. The India 
withessed large scale communal riots and arson throughout the 
country. As a result of Centre Government banned communal 
parties, includes RSS, VHP, Bajrangdal, ISS and v3IH on 5th of 
the same month, the BuP governments in MP, Rajasthan and HF 
v;ere dismissed by the Union government Elections to the four 
dismissed states v?ere held within one year. The newly formed 
Delhi assembly was also included in the poll schedule Election 
to the Mizoram assembly due next year preponed to this elections. 
As a whole i t was a mini general elections in India. 
There was no wave this time. The major contenders for 
power were the Congress, BuP, SP-BSP and Oanaca Dal. I t was 
as most Important election for polit ical parties became their 
polit ical future was depends upon the coming results, tx brief 
history of the last election will help to understand emergence 
of the parties for polit ical power in these north Indian 
states. 
Delhi is regarded as a BJP strong hold now. However 
this was not the position in last lok sabha election BJP 
had four and the Congress had three MPs frcxn Delhi. The assembly 

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s were not formed in t h a t t ime, so the assembly 
const i tuency wise p o s i t i o n were not ava i l ab l e . 
In U t t a r Prade sh, BOP did not have any commending 
power or any highly s i g n i f i c a n t p o s i t i o n in the s ta te assembly 
t i l l i t f i r s t came t o power in 1991, The BJP Riding the Ram 
wave increased i t s scrore from 57 t o 222 s e n t s . Mean while the 
congress sloped down from 94 sea t s in 1989 t o 47 sea t in 1989 
t o 47 s e a t s . The Janata Dal score too decl ined from 208 to 94 
Seats , The Samajwadi pa r ty had come in to b a t t l e in 1989 when 
i t s p res ident Mulayam Singh Yadav became t o Chief Minister . 
AS for as BSP concerned, in 1987 , they bagged 13 assembly 
sea t s and i t s cand ida tes stood second in 38 cons t i t uenc i e s . 
The respec t ive figure in 1991 were 12 ana 36. 
In MadM(\.Pradesh, the e l e c t i o n s in 1990 heavily t i t l e d 
the balance in favour of the BoP, The pa r ty come out with 
as impressive t a l l y of 214 with the congress being reduced 
t o j u s t 61 s e a t s , 
In Rajasthan, the BSP could never c ross the number 40 
in a house where membership had ranged from 160 in 1952 to 200 
in 1990 . The year 1985 was the year of Rajiv Gandhi but in 
Rajasthan the BJP improved i t s performance although the best 
achievement was only 39 s e a t s . Even in the 1990 e l e c t i o n s 
which were the be»t for BOP in the Hindi hear t land , the 
p a r t y c o u l d not mus te r on a b s o l u t e m a j o r i t y . I t had only 85 
members i n t h e 200-meniber asseiribly. I t a l l i e d w i th the J a n a t a 
Dal t h a t had a s t r e n g t h of 54 members t o form the m i n i s t r y . 
The BJP in Himachal P radesh made i t s pe r s enee f e l t 
i n 1994 when i t c a p t u r e d 44 s e a t s and formed t h e government. 
I n 1982 was a b e t t e r y e a r when the p a r t y s ecu red 29 s e a t s in 
68 member house . I n t h e p o s t - a s s a s s i n a t i o n y e a r (1985) i t h e r 
only 7 s e a t s . HP was s t r o n g ho ld fo r c o n g r e s s be fo r e c a p t u r i n g 
t h e power. 
Mizorccrnhis a c h r i s t i a n p o p u l a t i o n of about 98 p e r c e n t 
the BJP wi th i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i th Hindu c u l t u r e cou ld not have 
made of i n p r e s s l o n wi th t h e e l e c t r o r a t e . The 1972 e l e c t i o n s 
were o r i g i n in the sense t h a t 30 Independen t s were e l e c t e d in 
a 30-member hout>e, t he remaining s ix s e a t s going t o the cong re s s 
In 1978 i t was t h e p e o p l e s confe rence t h a t had the ma jo r i t y 
wi th 22 s e a t s , the remaining e i g h t be ing wi th the c o n g r e s s . 
I n 1984 the c o n g r e s s bagged 20 s e a t s b u t i n t h e next rcuna 
i n 1987 i t was t h e Mizo N a t i o n a l f r o n t which once aga in won 
w i th t a l l y of 24 s e a t s . E l e c t i o n s were aga in h e l d in 1989 when 
t h e c o n g r e s s secured 23 s e a t s , 
MANEFESTOES 
^. ' • -
Election in India have become highly corrpetitive and 
Po l i t i c a l pa r t i e s contest every elect ion on the basis of the i r 
i^ 
ideologies and soc i a l views. I t i s assumed t h a t the voters 
choice for a p a r t i c u l a r p a r t y i s determined and condit ioned 
by the promises of a pa r ty during the e l e c t i o n s . Moreover i t 
has been suggested tha t the e l e c t i o n manifestoes are a verbal 
e l e t o r i c of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s and every pa r ty forgets i t s 
menifestos and e l e c t i o n promises a f t e r the e l e c t i o n s . For 
example the t en th Lok Sabha e l e c t i o n s of 1991 were fought 
by the Congress pa r ty with the slogon ot economic development 
and na t iona l Unity, the Janata Dal fought the e l e c t i o n s on 
the ba s i s of Mandal Commission for r e se rva t ion in the publ ic 
serv ices for backward c l a s s . The BJP con tes t the e l e c t i o n s 
with a promise t o c o n s t r c t Ram tenple a t Ayodhya Similarly 
these p a r t i e s promised new slogans for 1993 e l e c t i o n s . Here, 
tiry t o ana lys i s some major monifestoes , 
BuP : The BJP has given the slogan of "onwards t o Ramrajya 
and i t has described the November 1993 e l e c t i o n s as mini 
general e l e c t i o n . The BJP has issued "A statement of National 
i s sues" for November 1993 assembly e l e c t i o n s and in t h i s i t 
has asked the vo te r s t o p a r t i c i p a t e in a referndum on Hidutwa 
and vote agains t the Pseudo-secularism who are p r a c t i t i o n e r s 
of minorityism. The BOP has maintaiiied in i t s e l e c t i o n conpari-
gms and i t s manifesto t h a t BJP stands for Ramraja, Also they 
prqpogated t o vote BJP for the cons t ruc t ion of Ram temple and 
b 
d e f e a t the enemies of Ram t e n p l e , e s p e c i a l l y the c o n g r e s s 
p a r t y which the BJP has made i nd i c tmen t of performance of 
the Narsiinha Rao Government , and i t nas a l s o t a l k e d about 
Swadeshi economic programme, i t s c e n t r a l theme i s t o promote 
r e l i g i o n based p o l i t i c s f o r b u i l d i n g Hindu I n d i a . 
INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS : 
The c o n g r e s s p a r t y promised t h a t i f vo ted t o power, 
i t w i l l p rov ide s t a b i l i t y and development b e s i d e s p r o t e c t i n g 
t h e s e c u l a r c h a r a c t e r of the c o u n t r y . I n i t s e l e c t i o n men i fe s to , 
the p a r t y promised t h a t i t w i l l work w i t h s ing le -minded devo-
t i o n t o pursue t h e goa l of development . The raenifesto s p e l l 
out c l e a r l y the p a r t y s s t a n d on v a r i o u s i s s u e s i nc lud ing 
Ayodhya, Denkel d r a f t , schedu led c a s t e and schedu led t r i b e s 
and m i n o r i t i e s w e l f a r e , Mandal/ P u b l i c s e c t o r , econ<»ry p r i c e s , 
f o r e i g n a f f a i r s , r e l i g i o n and p o l i t i c s and P a n c h a t i Ra j . 
The raenifesto a l s o l i s t e d the achievements of the 
Narsiiriba Rao Government i n the p a s t 28 months i n v a r i o u s f i e l d s . 
The whole t h r u s t of the c o n g r e s s p a r t y , i t s men i fe s to 
and p o l l c anpa ign ing i s t o s h a r p l y focus a t t e n t i o n as the BJP ' s 
d i v i s i b l e p o l i t i c s of Hindutwa and the cong re s s i s involved 
i n p o l i t i c a l m o b i l i z a t i o n agaAnst Hxndutwa and infavour of 
economic development and n a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g on the b a s i s of 
s e c u l a r i s m . 
JANATA DAL ; 
The varu-ous J a n a t a Dais merged on t h e eve of 
e l e c t i o n s and launched i t s e l e c t i o n on the s l o g a n of 
" s o c i a l j u s t i c e and Economic E q u i t y " . The s o c i a l c o n s t i -
tuency of the J a n a t a Dal i s t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e p e a s a n t r y 
and the backward c a s t e s and t h e p a r t y programme i s p r i m a r i l y 
a p r o j e c t i o n of i t s r u r a l s o c i a l s u p p o r t . The Mondal and 
P r o - p e a s e n t P o l i c i e s a re t h e q u i n t e s s e n c e of the J a n a t a Dal 
e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s . I t has a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d b r i d g e s wi th 
the Muslim Community on t h e b a s i s of s e c u l a r i deas b u t the 
r e a l focus of the J a n a t a Dal i s c a s t e p o l i t i c s ^ r u r a l i n t e r e s t s 
and Muslim v o t e r s i n the q u e s t i o n of s o c i a l e v i l s , the J a n a t a 
Dal men i f e s to d e c l a r e d t h a t i f v o t e d t o power, i t would i n t r o -
duce p r o h i b i t i o n . The p a r t y f e l t t h a t the c u r r e n t e x c i s e 
p o l i c y was one of the major s o u r c e s of r i s i n g c r imes and 
s o c i a l t e n s i o n b e s i d e s c a u s i n g economic h a r d s h i p s t o housewives, 
The man i f e s to a l s o p romised t o encourage smal l and c o t t a g e 
i n d u s t r i e s t o g ive enployroent t o t h e p e o p l e . 
SAMAJWADI PARTY AND BAHUJAN SAMAJ PARTY : 
The Samajwadi P a r t y had i s s u e d d i f f e r e n t e l e c t i o n 
men i f e s to s f o r each s t a t e going t o the p o l l s i n Novemljer, 9 3. 
The m a n i f e s t o f o r D e l h i had h i g h l i g h t e d 27 i s s u e s . May of 
them s p e c i a l l y t a r g e t e d f o r t h e D e l h i e l e c t o r a t e . The mani fes to 
6 
f o r MP and had the s p e c i a l e n p h a s i s t h a t t h e Chief Minxs ter 
should be a t r i b a l . For U ,P . t h e r e was the promise of Repeal 
of Antx-copying o r d i n e n c e . The fo l lowing was the p a r t y ' s 
s tand on major i s s u e s f a c i n g t h e e l e c t o r a t e . 
1. The p a r t y w i l l a c e l e r a t e t h e pace of reforms 
r e l a t i n g t o women so t h a t sex d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s are e r a d i c a t e d . 
2. The p a r t y w i l l s t a n d f o r t h e r i g h t s of the o rgan i sed 
l a b o u r force i n the c o u n t r y . 
3. I r tp l emen ta t ion of Mondal Commission Repor t . 
4. S o l u t i o n of Ayodhya problem m a manner t h a t 
would S a t i s f y d l l p a r t i e s . 
5. E igh ty p e r c e n t of t h e s t a t e budge t would be spen t 
on A g r i c u l t u r e and Rural development , 
BSP'S FIVE POINT PROGRAMME : 
The BSP did not have any formal e l e c t i o n n a n i f e s t o 
fo r t h e November 1993 e l e c t i o n s . The fo l lowing i s the f ive 
p o i n t programsne t h a t was o u t l i n e d by the BSP p r e s l a e n t in 
August 1988t 
1. S t r u g g l e fo r s e l f - r e s p e c t 
2. S t r u g g l e fo r human r i g h t s 
3 . S t r u g g l e f o r e q u a l i t y , 
4 . S t rugg le f o r e r a d i c a t i o n i f c a s t e ism, 
5. S t rugg le a g e i n s t u n t o u c h a b i l i t y , i n j u s t i c e , 
o p p o r e s s i o n and Te r ro r i sm, 
In addition to these monifestos every po l i t i ca l 
party has released seperate menifestos for each s ta tes , 
Every rulxng party has to defend i t s performance 
and every opposition party accused the ruling party for 
non-performance. But the congress and BJP conpetition is 
more than the issues of performance and non-performance or 
development and lack of development. The issues raised during 
November 1993 elect ions are very c r i t i c a l and they will 
remain central xn the e lec tora l p o l i t i c s of Xndia in future 
also. Hence party Manifestos and promises of par t ies should 
be taken seriously and they should not be rejected cynically. 
Par t ies different ia te themselves from one another and the 
voters also vote for different pa r t i e s . One method adopted 
by the par t i es to different ia te themselves from each ©ther 
is to project a l ternat ive programme, agenda and menifester 
during the e lect ions . 
CAMPAIGN 
DELHI: 
CWC member R.K. Dhawan s a i d t h a t Congress wa« not 
dgainst the construction of the tenple. I t was against temple 
and rel igion being misused by p o l i t i c a l pa r t i e s for gaining 
power. He promised that proper plans would be drawn up for 
solvxng problems of shortage of water and e l ec t r i c i t y . The 
Janata Dal confessed that the party was not in a posi t ion 
to finance the candidates for publici ty and campaigning. And 
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since women were very good a t ' fending for themselves* there 
only two women candidates in t h e i r l i s t . 
The par ty leader V,P, Singh at one time boasted tha t 
they would give 30% share of p o l l t i c k e t s t o women, whose l o t 
they wanted t o u p l i f t . 
The Congress p o l l promises included ear ly Panchayat 
e l e c t i o n s , Abolitxon of Sales t ax , r e g u l a r i s a t i o n of unauthorised 
colonies t h a t had come up t i l l January 199 3, and no fur ther 
acqu i s i t i on of a g r i c u l t u r a l land. I t a l so promised a Metro r a i l 
for Delhi bes ides expansion of the Public D i s t r i bu t i on System 
Sports were t o be encouraged and l e g i s l a t o r s were to declare 
a s se t s t o the pa r ty p re s iden t and leader of the l e g i s l a t u r e 
p a r t y . 
The c i t i z e n s were furtheVlured with the promise of 
r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of power i f f t a r , improved supply of water and 
e l e c t r i c i t y , community cen t r e s and schools in v i l l a g e s . 
The BOP went a s tep fu r the r . Apart from a l l t ha t the 
Congress was promising, i t offered t o f igh t for f u l l statehood. 
I t held the of fer of cons t ruc t ing a t l e a s t one lakh dwelling 
u n i t s per year with a separate Development Authority for t r a n s -
Yamuna a r e a s . MRTS, expansion of Ring Railway and enphasis 
on vocat ional education were some other promises. The oanata 
Dal had not much l e f t t o add. I t promised 30% rese rva t ion in 
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publ ic schools for ch i l d r en from weaker sec t ions with a fixed 
fee . I t a lso promised Sulabh Shauchalayas on a massive sca le . 
Secularism was the f i r s t v ic t im of canpaign organised 
by the Congress p a r t y , Mamta Bannerj i and Pranab Mukherje were 
draf ted for Chi t ranjan Park, the predominantly Bengali colony. 
Rajesh P i l o t was t o look a f t e r the Gujar dominated areos while 
Buta Singh was assigned the Sikh dominated cons t i t uenc i e s . 
J a f f e r Share i f was t o canvass in Muslim dominated aire as while 
the J a t s were approached by a »3at min i s t e r in the union cabinet . 
The BoP chairman of the canpaign committee addressed 
a l e t t e r t o the CEC conplaining t h a t Haryana Chief Minister 
Bhajan Lai and Punjab Chief Minis ter Be ant Singh were mobil i-
sing musclemen from t h e i r s t a t e s t o manipulate the Assembly 
e l e c t i o n s . I t was demanded t h a t the border of Delhi with 
Haryana should be sea led . 
Much before the candidates names had been f ina l i s ed , 
the wdls and s t r a t e g i c s i t e s were cornered by the p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s . The message was vote for whicn a blank space for name 
of the Candidate which was f i l l e d in much l a t e r . Pos te rs with 
the photo of the candidate with folded nands covered the walls 
of the City ind i sc r imina te ly . At road junct ions there were 
huge cu t outs of the cand ida tes . The pa r ty pos t e r s had photo-
graphs of Ind i ra Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. Narasimha Rao was 
c l e v e r l y avoided l e s t i t h u r t the m i n o r i t i e s . L a t e r when 
the s t r a t e g y was c r i t i c i s e d / some c u t o u t s of Rao were p u t 
up b u t only a t safe p l a c e s , 
The Nehru-Gandhi family remained t o t a l l y a loof from 
c a n p a i g n i n g . The J a n a t a Dal cartpaign was l e d by Laloo P ra sad . 
H i s mee t ings were f a i r l y w e l l a t t e n d e d . A t a l B e h a r i Vajpayee 
remained t h e main crowd p u l l e r fo r BJP. L.K. Advani a l s o 
a t t r a c t e d b i g crowds a t Na ja fgarh . Mulayam Singh Yadav addressed 
meet ing a t Matia Mahal. He had e a r l i e r r ebu f f ed the Shahi 
Imam f o r h i s p o l i t i c a l a d v i c e . 
HIMACHAL PRADESH; 
The 1993 c o n t e s t was p r u m a r i l y between the BoP and 
I n d i a n N a t i o n a l Congress . 
The BJP demanded Rs. 250 c r o r e as r o y a l t y every y e a r 
on power p r o j e c t s . The p a r t y i n and out of power had launched 
a g i t a t i o n s on t h i s i s sue and t h e p a r t y l e a d e r s c la imed t h a t 
t he C e n t r a l l e a d e r s h i p had accep t ed t h a t r o y a l t y should be 
g i v e n , b u t no th ing was done. 
The BOP Chief M i n i s t e r f e l t t h a t the i s sue of r o y a l t y 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n of Ram t e n p l e in Ayodhya had become p o p u l a r 
i n the minds of v o t e r s i n Himachal P r a d e s h . 
••My only i n t e n t i o n and aim i s t o b r i n g the Congress 
back t o power in Himachal P r a d e s h " , s a i d Himachal Pradesh 
Congress Coinnittee (HPCC) p r e s i d e n t and former Chief M i n i s t e r 
Vi rbhadra S ingh . 
Vi rbhadra Singh f e l t t h a t i f t h e e l e c t i o n s were he ld 
e a r l i e r t he Congress would have won comfor t ab ly . The High 
Command, i n o r d e r t o p l e a s e bo th t h e groups gave t i c k e t s t o 
c a n d i d a t e s of t h e i r c h o i c e . I n the p r o c e s s some weak c a n d i d a t e s 
had been g iven t i c k e t s . The p r e s e n c e of r e b e l s f u r t h e r added 
t o the woes of t h e weak Congress c a n d i d a t e s though the r e b e l s 
had been e x p e l l e d from the p a r t y . 
The Prime M i n i s t e r addressed a Congress r e a l l y a t 
Shimla on November 3 a s p a r t «-/f the Congress e l e c t i o n cartpaign. 
He wooed the v o t e r s by h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e a n t i - f a r m e r p o l i c y of 
t h r e e y e a r s . Rao h i g h l i g h t e d t h e Government ' s a t t i t u d e towards 
the employees and wondered how c o u l d a Government run a f t e r 
b e i n g a t l ogge rheads wi th the employees . 
UTTAR PRADESH ; 
The Prime M i n i s t e r ' s r e f e r e n c e t o t h e appe l g r o w e r ' s 
a g i t a t i o n and the d i s m i s s a l of un ion l e a d e r s of the d i f f e r e n t 
ei tployee groups was n e c e s s i t a t e d by the c o n p u l s i o n s of e l e c t i o n a l 
p o l i c i e s i n the c o u n t r y . 
The U t t a r P radesh has e x e r c i s e d a commanding p o s i t i o n 
in I n d i a n p o l i t i c s f o r more t h a n one r e a s o n . I t has the l a r g e s t 
number of M.Ps xn the Luk Sabha. Many former Prime M i n i s t e r s 
had t h e i r grooming in t h i s s t a t e . 
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U.P. got i n to focus r ecen t ly for a very d i f fe ren t 
reason. The s t a t e includes Ayodhya, Mathura and Varanasi. 
The 1993 e l e c t i o n s in UP v/ere held consequent t o 
the r e s igna t i on uf the Chief Minis ter Kalyan Singh of BJP 
a f t e r the demolit ion of disputed s t r u c t u r e . He was the twenty -
second Chief Minis te r . 
The Congress Par ty was comfortably placed in the 
Assembly t i l l 1974. I t WQS for the f i r s t time 1977 t h a t the 
Janata Par ty replaced the Congress as the majority pa r ty . 
Ram Noresh Yadav became the f i r s t non-congress Chief Minister 
of the s t a t e , 
The next non-Congress Chief Min is te r was Mulyam Singh 
whose term l a s t e d between December 89 t o June 91 . In the 
Assembly e l e c t i o n s of 1991, the BJP formed the government 
headed by Kalyan Singh, 
I t w i l l be seen t h a t during t h i s b r i e f per iod, the 
Congress sloped down from 94 sea t s in 1989 t o 47 sea t s in 1991. 
The Janata Dal too slunaped from 208 t o 94 s e a t s . The BJP 
r id ing the Ram wave increased i t s score from 57 t o 222 s e a t s . 
In the 199 3 e l e c t i o n s Janata Dal was seen as the 
pa r ty assoc ia ted with V.P. Singh and 4^jit Singh. V.P. Smgh 
did not con te s t although he had worked hard t o bu i ld a vote 
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bank among the scheduled c a s t e s , backwards and the Muslims, 
The Shahi Imam of Jama Masjid at Delhi was a l l for the 
Jana ta Dal even though in t h i s process he had t o take a rebuff 
from Mulayam Singh. Aj i t Singh was perceived as the Ja t leader 
out t o salvage t o p o l i t i c a l legacy of h i s fa ther Charan Singh. 
Aj i t Singh was hopeful of wave in favour of JD in western U.P, 
and p a r t s of ea s t e rn U.P. 
The share of Congress vote % slunped t o 18.26% in 
1991. I t had s t a r t e d with 47.95 in 1952. The par ty faced the 
1993 e l e c t i o n s having conceded defeat even before i t ran. So 
deep was the fee l ing of i u f e r i u r i t y t h a t the pa r ty could not 
persuade any of i t s l eaders t o a t l e a s t face the chal lenge, 
I n d i r a Gandhi could come back in 1980 while she had been so 
badly b ru i sed in 1977. 
Against a meagre 1005 independent candidates who 
fought the b a t t l e of the b a l l o t s in 1952, the 199 3 e l ec t i ons 
t o the s t a t e assembly witnessed 6512 candidates in the hust ings, 
The 1993 e l e c t i o n s t o U t t a r Pradesh Asseirbly had the 
l a r g e s t nuirber of candida tes with cr iminal h i s t o r y . An India 
Today i nves t i ga t i on had repealed t h a t t he re were 77 p o l i t i c i a n s 
belonging t o the BJP who had cr iminal record . The Congress (I) 
t a l l y was 48 while the Samajwadi Par ty had 25. 
Absence of large scale violence a lso means t h a t 
probably for the f i r s t time the scheduled c a s t e s in Ut ta r 
u 
Pradesh vo ted r e l a t i v e l y u n j . n h i b i t e d l y . I r r e s p e c t i v e 
of which p a r t y wins o r l o s e s the l a s t round, I n d i a n e l e c t o r a l 
democracy h a s c l e a r l y won the f i r s t round. 
MADHYA PRADESH : 
Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee p r e s i d e n t Digv i j ays 
Singh s a i d the Congress has e n t e r e d t h e e l e c t i o n f ray as e 
u n i t e d team. "We w i l l launch an a l l - o u t v?ar a g a i n s t t he BJP 
t o expose i t s misdeeds , s c a n d a l s and p o o r per formance . The 
charge shee t a g a i n s t t h e d i s m i s s e d BJP Government a long wi th 
some of r e p r e s e n t a t x o n s made by BJP MLAs and some of t h e i r 
p a r t y l e a d e r s a g a i n s t S u n d e r l a l Patwa, i s under p r i n t . I t would 
be wide ly d i s t r i b u t e d among the peop le a l l over the S t a t e . 
The MPCC cha rged t h e Patwa Government wi th b r i n g i n g 
t h e S t a t e t o t h e b r i n k of b a n k r u p t c y . 
E l e c t i o n t o t h e 320 Assentoly s e a t s of Madhya Pradesh 
were schedu led f o r Npventoer 24 and 27, 199 3. The v o t e r s numbered 
around 377 l a k h . In t h e d i s m i s s e d Assembly, Cougress bad only 
56 members a g a i n s t 219 of the BJP. There were 3 Communists, 
28 J a n a t a Dal , 3 BSP, and 10 Independen t s and o t h e r s . 
A major change i n the c o n s t i t u e n c y of a former l e g i s -
t a o r had been in t h e case of Ajay Singh, son of the Union 
M i n i s t e r fo r Human Resource Development, Arjun Singh. His r e q u e s t 
n 
t h a t he be permi t ted t o contes t against the BCJP's former 
Chief min i s t e r , Sunderlal Patwa, from the Bhojpur const i tuency 
was accepted by the p a r t y . Ajay S ingh ' s nomination from the 
Bh*-.Jpur c^ust i tuency brought the Congress-BOP p o l i t i c a l f ight 
intw. shdip focus and turned out t o be the ba t t leground for ^r jun 
Singh 's cannpaign agaxnst the BJP. 
Unlike Kalyan Singh in U.P. Patwa f a i l ed fee bu i ld up 
a popular image for himself. Congress observers were of the view 
t h a t with some e f f o r t s , the p a r t y had good chance of being voted 
back t o power in Bhopal. 
Congress has l a i d g rea t s t r e s s on pu t t i ng up backward 
c l a s s and Scheduled Caste . Tr ibes cand ida tes . The l i s t was 
vjeighted neavxxy in favuur of the OBCs, C lea r ly , the Congress 
hoped tw play the Mandal card in a s t a t e in which the o r ig ina l 
copyright holder of Mandal, the Jana ta Dal, had a negl ig ib le 
presence . 
The congress l e ade r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y supporters of 
Dxgvijay Singh and Aziz Qureshi, a t t enp ted t o win back the 
support of the MUSIJJTIS by asking the p a r t y t o tender an applogy 
for the December 6 Ayodhya demoli t ion. Some Congress leaders 
demanded t h a t names and c o n t r i b u t i o n s of prominent Muslim 
leaders be included in the party* s e l e c t i o n manifesto. 
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The Muslims in the s t a t e c o n s t i t u t e j u s t 4 per cent 
of the popula t ion had helds way in c e r t a i n pockets . While they 
may not vote for the BJP, many of the sen ior Congress leaders 
had been conveyed the inpress ion t h a t the mjinurity community 
a l so held the Congress equal ly respons ib le for the December 
6 incident and the r i o t s which followed, 
The BOP knew i t had a twugh r i v a l in Mandal v o t a r i e s . 
The former Chief Minis ter promised t h a t i f re turned t o power, 
h i s pa r ty would ensure ea r ly inplementat ion of the Mandal 
Commission recommendations in accordance with the Supreme 
Court Judgment. He said t h a t h i s p a r t y favoured r e se rva t ion 
even for the poores t among the poor. During the 1989 electiu*»s 
the BJP had pledged con t inua t ion of r e se rva t ions for scheduled 
c a s t e s and scheduled t r i b e s and as for o ther backward c l a s se s 
on an economic b a s i s . The Supjreme Court ve rd i c t had vindicated 
i t s s tand. 
He termed as "hollow e l e c t i o n s t un t " , the t h r e a t of 
the s t a t e Congress t o launch an a g i t a t i o n i f the Governor die 
not announce ea r ly inplementat ion of the Mandal and Mahajan 
Commission r e p o r t s . The BJP conplained to the Elec t ion 
Commission against the t r a n s f e r of some d i s t r i c t c o l l e c t o r s 
a f t e r the announcement of e l e c t i o n s , 
Congress candida tes for the Madhya Pradesh Legis la t ive 
Assembly included two sons of Covernors-Motilal Vora from 
1» 
U t t a r Pradesh and Gulsher Ahmed from Himachal Pradesh, 
Chief E lec t ion Commissioner. T.N, Seshan sent shock waves 
by ordering an urgent inquiry i n to conp la in t s t h a t U t t a r 
Pradesh Governor Motl la l Vora "has been v i s i t i n g " , Durg in 
Madhya Pradesh in r e l a t i o n with the canpaign of h i s son, as 
Congress nominee for the Durg s e a t . But the commission conclu-
ded t h a t the re v?as no v i o l a t i o n of the code of conduct, 
The other Governor, Gulsher Ahmed was however not so 
lucky. The Elec t ion Commission, by i t s order of Noverrber 21, 
postponed the p o l l i n g in the Satna assembly const i tuency scheduled 
for November 24 to January 24 next year f o l i a t i n g conpla in ts 
of misuse of off ice by the Himachal Pradesh governor, in favour 
of h i s son, Saeed Ahmed, 
Gulsher Ahmed res igned in the wake of the Elect ion 
Commission's o rder postponing the e l e c t i o n t o the Satna Assembly 
cons t i tuency on the ground t h a t the governor had been canvassing 
support for h i s son in t h a t cons t i tuency . 
Moderate p o l l i n g of an est imated 52 pe r cent was repor-
ted rrom 146 of the 320 assembly c o n s t i t u e n c i e s , 
About 50 per cent of the 20 mi l l ion vo te r s exercised 
t h e i r r ranchise in the second phose of Assembly e l ec t i ons 
in 170 t>f the 320 c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . 
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Between the years 1952 and 1977, t he Congress could 
always secure or manage a majority t o form the government 
The post-Emergency Jana ta wave took i t s t o i l of the fortunes 
in Rajasthan too as in o ther p a r t s of northern Ind ia . The 
Congress pa r ty recovered the l o s t groundin 1980 and even 
re ta ined the lead in the 1985 e l e c t i o n s . But the 1990 e l ec t ions 
again put the Congress out of power. The BJP secuired 85 s e a t s 
and with the help of Jana ta Dal t h a t had a s t reng th of 54 
meiTibers i t could form a government t h a t was dismissed by the 
cen t re on December 15, 1992. 
The Centra l E lec t r ion Commirtee of the AICC included 
more than 20 c lose r e l a t i o n s of Central min i s t e r s and s t a te 
l eade r s in the l i s t of the p a r t y ' s nominees for the 200 sea ts 
in the Rajasthan assembly. 
The Congress l i s t olso made mockery of the p a r t y ' s 
claim t h a t i t would accord g r e a t e r r ep re sen t a t i on t o the 
weaker s e c t i o n s . More than 60 nominees in the pa r ty l i s t were 
Brahmins in c o n t r a s t with the nurrber of lower c a s t e s which 
had been given l e s s than 40 nominations. 
The number of Rajputs was a l so l e s s than t h a t of 
Brahmins. There was much resentment among Congressmen over 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n of t i c k e t s t o the c lose r e l a t i v e s of l eaders , 
They Sent a memorandum t o the Prime Minis te r . 
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BJP gained s t r eng th in Rajasthan in the v;ake of the 
Ram Janmabhoomi movement. The Mulayam Singh mishandling and 
excessive repress ion had i t s p o l i t i c a l f a l l o u t in the s t a t e 
from where a large number of kar sevaks had p a r t i c i p a t e d in 
the Ayodhya march. There were many c a s u a l t i e s from amongst 
them. 
The J a t s , along with the Muslims, the scheduled 
c a s t e s and the scheduled t r i b e s had been a major fac to r for 
the Congress. 
The BJP contes ted 196 of the 199 s e a t s . iUthough 
the Janata Dal had o f f i c i a l l y f i e lded 154 candidate because of 
the p a r t y ' s poor o rgan i sa t iona l base i t stood a chance in j u s t 
about a dozen s e a t s , desp i te the Bihar Chief Minis ter . Laloo 
Prasad Yadav, having canpaigned ex tens ive ly . 
Former Rajasthan Chief Minis te r Bhairon Singh Shekhawat 
bel ieved t h a t Congress was on the defensive on a l l the major 
i ssues dominating the Assembly e l e c t i o n s in the S t a t e . 
With the gradual p o l a r i s a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l forces in 
the s t a t e over the yea r s , the percentage of votes t o Indepen-
dent candidates had decl ined in successive Assembly e l e c t i o n s 
in Rajasthan. But t h i s sharp decl ine in the share of votes , 
had not de te r red independents, including r ebe l s from major 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . 
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The nuirtoered about 2500 b u t only nine of them 
cou ld make i t . T h e i r share o± v o t e s r e g i s t e r e d some inc rea se 
i n t o u c h i n g the 17 p e r c e n t mark. 
About 55 p e r c e n t of R a j a s t h a n ' s 2 .83 c r o r e e l e c t o r a t e 
v o t e d f o r t h e t e n t h Vidhan Sabha, P o l l i n g was l a r g e l y 
p e a c e f u l . 
The E l e c t i o n Conmission o r d e r e d r e p o l l in 28 
p o l l i n g b o o t h s i n nine asseittoly segments . 
Urban a r e a s r e p o r t e d a h i g h e r t u r n o u t coirpared t o 
t h e r u r a l a r e a s around J a i p u r . I n some of the Muslim-dominated 
a r e a s , t h e p o l l p e r c e n t a g e was r e p o r t e d t o be as h igh as 80. 
MIZORAM : 
Mizoram became t h e 24th s t a t e of t he I n d i a n Union 
in February 1987, I t was one of t h e d i s t r i c t s of Assam t i l l 
1972 when i t became a Union T e r r i t o r y . 
The e lec t ioYt i t o the 40-member Mizoram Asseittoly, 
t h e t h i r d a f t e r t he Mizo accord was s igned and Mizoram 
became a f u l l - f l e d g e d S t a t e , were h e l d on November 30. 
The e l e e t t i o n s w«re no t due t i l l J a n u a r y . However, 
t hey were advanced, w i th t h e concur rence of a l l t he p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s , because of t h e s t a t e w i d e GospeIcen tenary c e l e b r a t i o n s 
s chedu led f o r e a r l y nex t y e a r . The overwhelming m a j o r i t y of 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n of the s t a t e i s C h r i s t i a n . 
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The MNP contes ted a l l the s e a t s : however, i t s 
candidate from Ngq^a was f»--rmally an "independent who was 
a l s o be l ieved t o have secured the support of the Pa i t e 
Nat ional Council (PNC), one of the severa l non-Lushai t r i b a l 
o rgan i sa t ions seeking t o d is tance the numerous non-Lushai 
t r i b e s away from the c o l l e c t i v e i d e n t i t y of "Mizo". 
Two other p a r t i e s , the Himar P e o p l e ' s Convention (HPC) 
and the BJP, were a l so in t he fray. 
The admin i s t ra t ion made adequate arrangements for 
Assembly e l e c t i o n in Mizoram with 4,01,669 vo te r s ready to 
exerc ise t h e i r f ranchise t o e l e c t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o the 40. 
menber House from 121 a s p i r a n t s in the fray. 
The main e l e c t o r a l b a t t l e was between the Congress 
and Mizo National Front . 
The Congress con tes ted 28 s e a t s and i t s p o l l a l l y , 
MJD led by the former Chief Minis te r , Brig T Sa i lo put up 25 
cand iaa te s . Both p a r t i e s shared 12 s e a t s each. 
The Mizo Rational Front (MNF) con tes ted 38 sea t s 
while the Bharat iya Jana ta Par ty (BJP) , makxng xts debut in 
the S ta t e , fledged e igh t cand ida tes . 
Three women cand ida t e s - SB Talukdar (BuP) , La lh l inpu i i 
(MNF). and Lalthlamunai (Ind) were a lso m the fray. 
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The «'12-denomination Mizoram Church l eaders conmittee", 
aided by the Young Mizo Associa t ion, ensured a heal thy ccmpaign 
without excesses because of i t s hold on the bulk of the population 
which i s c h r i s t i a n and because of the high r a t e of l i t e r a c y 
among them, 
P ro t ec t i on uf Mizos from the b ig bad world outside 
v/as the catchword in the canpaign for the assembly e l ec t i ons 
in Mizoram. P o l i t i c a l l eaders invar iab ly h igh l igh ted the 
p e r i l s of a socxal/ c u l t u r a l and economic invasion by "ou t s ide rs" , 
The Congress-MJD a l l i ance promised t o "detect and 
deport foreign na t iona l s as wel l as r e s i d e n t s of Other s t a t e s 
who had entered Mizoram without a v a l i d permit and prevent 
such persons who atterrpt t o i l l e g a l l y en t e r the s t a t e in future" , 
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THE HIGH TECH APPROACH : 
E l e c t i o n c a n p a l g n s a r e now m i l l l o i w r u p e e p r e -
p o s i t i o n s f o r j u s t one c o n s t i t u e n c y . The v o t e r s h a r d l y 
b o t h e r about what i s w r i t t e n i n the p a r t y m a n i f e s t o s . 
They are a l l a l i k e - h o l l o w p romise s which have t o be made 
y e a r a f t e r y e a r . The words of the p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s have 
l o s t t h e i r s a n c t i t y . I t I s d i f f i c u l t t o fool even t h e most 
i l l i t e r a t e v o t e r w i t h words t h a t come out from p o l i t i c a l 
d i g n i t a r i e s du r ing e l e c t i o n t i m e . 
E l e c t r o n i c s had come t o e l e c t i o n e e r i n g even in 
1989. But t h i s t ime i t was much more s o p h i s t i c a t e d . There 
were no c o r n e r m e e t i n g s . I n s t e a d t h e r e were c a s e t t e s t h a t 
b l a r e d p a r o d i e s and t h e l e a d e r s ' messages day xn and day 
o u t . Image b u i l d i n g was a t t e n p t e d th rough m u l t i p l e media 
approach . 
The BoP used s p e c i a l l y p roduced v i d e o s t o c a r r y 
i t s message. They were l i k e raary H i n d i f i lm t h r i l l e r . Thrre 
were f l a shy ment ions of Bofo r s , F a i r f a x and G o l d s t a r a l l 
conveying t h e message of c o r r u p t i o n ass igned^ of c o u r s e , 
t o the Congress p a r t y . 
The t ime the Congress campaign was h a n d e d by an 
a d v e r t i s i n g agency. The Congress p a r t y p u b l i c i t y committee 
was headed by the deputy cheirraan of t h e P lann ing Commission 
U n o f f i c i a l e s t i m a t e s p u t t h e Congress p u b l i c i t y budget a t 
• b o u t Rs. 17 c r o r e s . 
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The BJP had a much l a r g e r p u b l i c i t y budge t t h i s 
t i m e . For t h e ^CP t h e s e e l e c t i o n s were c r u c i a l . T h e i r s t r a t e g y 
was 'Today f i ve s t a t e s , tomorrow t h e whole c o u n t r y . The BJP 
s t a r t e d i t s e l e c t i o n campaign w e l l ahead of any o t h e r p o l i t i c 
c a l p a r t y . There wer* over 100 r a t h s , huge s c r e e n s and audio 
c a s s e t t e . 
The Congress t o o used v i d e o v a n s . However, t h e i r 
nuRt)er was much l e s s compared t o t h a t of t h e BJP. The 
v i d e o s showed Congress achievements s i nce independence fo r 
45 minutes o r s o . The vans t o u r e d t h e s t a t e s . The H i n d i 
cinema p r o v i d e d t h e base f o r t h e f i l m t i t l e s and t h e music. 
There were t i t l e s l i k e h a r y a l i a u r r a s t a o r saanch ko anch 
n a h i n . There was focus on themes . 
The Congress t h i s t ime had a s e r i o u s d i s a d v a n t a g e . 
There was no chrxs raa t ic l e a d e r whose pho tog raphs could 
be p r o j e c t e d . Therewas no R a j i v . I t was r i s k y t o p r o j e c t 
Rao. The Muslims would have f e l t provoked the way i t dxd 
m Kera l a where t h e p a r t y l o s t t h e b y e - e l e c t i o n a t Ot tepa lam. 
Al l t h e Same t h e conpa ign managers dec ided t o p u t I n d i r a 
and Raj iv on t h e p o s t e r s and h o a r d i n g s . 
RESULTS 
DELHI : 
The r e a s o n s why BJP c o u l d win a t w o - t h x r d s ma jo r i ty 
i n the D e l h i Assenbly whi le i t f a r e d so b a d l y in Himachal 
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Pradesh and failed to gain absolute majority in Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh or even Rajasthan were more than 
one. It wasn't the Mandir wave this time. It wos neither 
a rebuff to the Central government for its policies at 
the national ievel. What mattered significantly were the 
inner dissensions within the Congress, its main rival in the 
fray. The main citadels of Congress in Delhi , headed by 
leaders like Sajjan Kumar, H.K.L. Bhagat or even O.D. Tyler 
crumbled before the BJP onslaught. The BJP won 12 out of 21 
seats in outer Delhi, 15 out of 20 in east Delhi and all the 
five seats fran the Sadar Bazar parliamentary constituency. 
Who was to be blamed for the election scores in 
Delhi so far as the Congress party was concerned? There was 
no wave that could have swept the BJP to power. Only recently 
Rajesh Khanna of Congress had won the Parliamentary se^t 
defeating his BJP rival even though the seat had earlier been 
won by the BJP. And yet the Congress put up a disgraceful 
show. 
Another factor identified as being contributory so 
far poor shovving in elections was concerned was the trend 
of leaders trying to hoist their relations on the electrate 
purely An the basis of family connections. In Delhi voters 
clipped the ambitions of Mrs. Usha Krishna Kumar, wife of 
union minister Krishna Kumar. She was humbled by her BJP 
rival frcxn R,K, Puram constituency. H.K.L. Bhagat sensed 
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t h e mood much e a r l i e r and h i s son withdrew f r a n t h e c o n t e s t 
w e l l in t i m e . The Congress l e a d e r s were under p r e s s u r e from 
t h e p a r t y ' s h igh command f o r f i e l d i n g t h o s e c a n d i d a t e s who 
had h a r d l y any p o l i t i c a l base i n D e l h i . This r e s u l t e d in the 
p a r t y l o s i n g about a dozen s e a t s , 
Apar t from t h e mis judgment of t h e p a r t y h igh ccxnmcind, 
t h e l o c a l l e a d e r s h i p , i t was a rgued , a l s o f a i l e d t o i d e n t i f y 
t h e b a s i c i s s u e s d u r i n g t h e campaign such a s power c r i s i s , 
w a t e r s c a r c i t y , hous ing s h o r t a g e and s c a r c i t y of medica l 
s e r v i c e s . The Congress v i r t u a l l y seemed t o be on t h e d e f e n -
s i v e t o j u s t i f y b u r e a u c r a t i c c o n t r o l over D e l h i a f f a i r s du r ing 
t h e p a s t t h r e e and a h a l f y e a r s . 
An a n a l y s i s of t h e r e s u l t s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e Sikhs in 
t h e C a p i t a l overwhelmingly suppor t ed t h e BJP. 
The DPCC p r e s i d e n t , however, a t t r i b u t e d t h e d i smal 
performance of Congress i n D e l h i t o t h r e e f a c t o r s p re sence of 
J a n a t a Dal , l a s t minute changes in t h e l i s t of c a n d i d a t e s 
by t h e h igh command a t t h e b e h e s t of h i s d e t r a c t o r s , and the 
sudden one-day d i s a p p e a r a n c e of Ou te r D e l h i MP S a j j a n Kumar 
on t h e eve of t h e p o l l s . 
TABLE 1- E l e c t i o n R e s u l t s 
TOTAL SEATS 70 
BOP 49 CONGRESS 14 
JD 4 OTHERS 3 
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HIMACHAL PRADESH 
BuP s l i p p e d dcwn from a s t r e n g t h of 44 s e a t s in 
t h e l a s t assembly t o j u s t 8 members in a 68 member 
house . Santa Kumar was g r a c e f u l in a c c e p t i n g f u l l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e p a r t y ' s d e f e a t . 
His e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e d e b a c l e was : 
" I t appea r s t h a t t h e peop le e x e r c i s e d t h e i r f r a n c h i s e 
t o b r i n g about a change. They blamed BwJP f o r every problem 
r i g h t from p r i c e r i s e t o unemployment. The p a r t y has a l s o 
been blamed fo r not comple t ing i t s f u l l term of f i v e yea r s 
a l t h o u g h t h e 8*3^ " government i n t h e S t a t e was d i smi s sed 
f o r no r e a s o n " , 
The app le growers were unhappy as t h e Shanta Kumar 
government had withdrawn t h e s u p p o r t p r i c e f o r app le on 
t h e p l e a t h a t i t he lped only the b i g orchard owners. There 
you ths were k i l l e d d u r i n g t h e app le growers a g i t a t i o n in 
p o l i c e f i r i n g . 
The Congress sweep in Hlmachal P radesh was a t t r i b u t e d 
by p o l i t i c a l commentators t o a number of f a c t o r s a c t i n g 
in combina t ion . 
Before t h e e l e c t i o n s , even t h e most o p t i m i s t i c 
s u p p o r t e r s had g iven t h e winning p a r t y l e s s t h e n 40 s e a t s 
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and inanyspoke of a neck-and-neck t u s s l e w i t h t h e Independents 
d e c i d i n g who would form t h e government, 
The government employees f o r c e i s s t r o n g w i t h a lmost 
one member in every f a m i l y . T h e i r s was a l s o a d e c i s i v e r o l e 
t h i s t i m e . 
The Congress had won Over t h e Ra jpu t s by g i v i n g them 
a l i o n ' s sha re of t h e t i c k e t s . And t h e G ^ i r t h s opposed t h e 
BJP as t h e i r l e a d e r in t h e a r e a , . 
The moot q u e s t i o n i s where w i l l t h e government g e t t he 
funds t o meet t h e r a p a c i o u s demands of t h e government employees? 
The second t r e n d t o emerge i s c a s t e ism which d id not 
e x i s t b e f o r e . There was r e g i o n a l i s m t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t people 
t a l k e d about t h e o ld a r e a s and merged a r e a s . 
With over two t h i r d m a j o r i t y in the l e g x s l a t u r e , the 
Congress m i n i s t r y in Himachal P radesh should be very s t a b l e . 
What causes concern about t h e f u n c t i o n i n g of t h e government 
i s i t s f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n . 
UTTAR PRADESH : 
The November 9 3 p o l l s were a d i r e c t outcome of the 
even t s t h a t t o o k p l a c e i n U t t a r P radesh , The d i s p u t e d s t r u c t u r e 
a t Ayodhya was demol ished on December 6, 1992. I t was follov«.'ed 
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by the banning of communal o rganisa t ions and the d ismissal 
of the BJP led governments in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh 
and Himachal Pradesh. The U.P. Chief Minis ter Kalyan Singh 
had resigned on 6th December post demoli t ion of the disputed 
s t r u c t u r e . 
The U.P. Assembly has 425 s e a t s . Elec t ions were held t o 
224 sea t s on I8th November. The second and f i n a l phase of 
e l e c t i o n was completed on 21 November, s t a t e t o i s8 s e a t s . 
The f i n a l t a l l y of r e s u l t s was as fo l lowers : 
Seats 
R e s u l t s 
BJP 
SP/BSP 
Congress 
J a n a t a Dal 
J a n a t a P a r t y 
CPI 
CPI-M 
Independen t s and o t h e r s 
425 
422 
177 
176 
28 
27 
1 
3 
1 
9 
The following t rends emerge fran the e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s . 
• An above average r a t e of po l l i ng indica ted the voter 
a t t i t u d e of p a r t i c i p a t i o n and not of cynicism. 
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•Despite prophecies of violence bhe elections turned out 
to be the most peaceful held so far . 
* Po l i t i c a l par t ies fai led to generate ar^ wave, 
* People, including the minori t ies , internalised the issues 
and kept the p o l i t i c a l pundils guessing, 
* ii record number of repol ls had to be ordered. 
* Election commission played a domineering role 
In the post-elect ion development the BJP was isolated 
even though i t emerged as the largest single party. All other 
par t ies consented to support the SP/BSP combine and the 
Govennor had l i t t l e option l e f t . He aid not accept the BJP 
plea that the party should be asked to form the government 
being the single largest party and then asked to establish in 
majority on the floor of the house. There were minor ripples 
on the penultimate day of government formation. Part of the 
Janata Dal was in a mood to break off from i t s support to 
the BSP/SP combine but i t could notcrystal ise into a s i tuat ion 
where the BJP could claim even a remote chance of securing 
majority support among the elected l eg i s l a to r s . 
I t was clear that the rea l contest was between the BOP 
ana the BSP/SP combine. I t was a l so a foregone conclusion 
that in case BoP fai led to win an absolute majority, i t would 
be kept out of government even if i t led to strange bedfellows. 
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The i n e v i t a b l e happened, BOP f a i l e d t o g e t an a b s o l u t e 
m a j o r i t y . The c o n g r e s s , J a n a t a Dal and a l l o t h e r s decided 
t o s u p p o r t t h e BSP/Sp combine. 
ESTABLISHED POLITIO^L PARTIES VS. DALIT-OBC Combine 
The v i c t o r y of t h e Backward-Dal i t c a n b i n a t i o n pu t spoke 
i n t o t h e works of t h e p a r t i e s whose t e n e t s a r e l a r g e l y 
governed by upper c a s t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . With Mulayam Singh 
Y^dav e a r l i e r , and l a t e r Kalayn Singh a s t h e Chief m i n i s t e r s , 
t h e Backwards have come a long way i n t h e P o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y 
of U«P. 
The s i n g u l a r f a c t o r t h a t made t h e non-BcP v o t e r s t o 
favour S P - B S P a l l i a n c e over JD was t h e conf idence t h a t 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and Kanshi Ram would s t a y t o g e t h e r in 
t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o d e f e a t t h e communal f o r c e s . The 
two l e a d e r s canvassed t o g e t h e r d e s p i t e t h e c o n t r o v e r s i e s 
t h a t dogged them in t h e l a s t few months, 
The Congress ( I ) has l o s t f u r t h e r ground s i n c e the 1991 
e l e c t i o n s having f a i l e d t o evoke any s u p p o r t d e s p i t e t h e 
expens ive campaign i t had mounted. Faced w i t h s e v e r a l odds, 
t h e p a r t y ' s campaign f lounde red wibh t h e s i d e l i n i n g of 
t h e former ch ie f m i n i s t e r , N,D. T i w a r i who was not g iven a 
f r e e hand. 
The combine succeeded in having t h e Kuslim Backward-
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D a l i t o p i n i o n c r y s t a l l i s e i n i t s favour j u s t a few days 
b e f o r e t h e p o l l i n g . And t h i s was c o n t r i b u t e d l a r g e l y by 
t h e f a i l u r e of t h e ^^ D. 
The Muslim v o t e r s had dec ided t o b a c k any winning c a n d i -
d a t e w i t h t h e d e f e a t of BJP b e i n g t h e s o l e mot ive . Though 
OD found i n i t i a l s u p p o r t among them in w e s t e r n U^ t h e S P - B S P 
c a n d i d a t e s succeeded i n g e t t i n g them around t o v o t e f o r them. 
The JD campaign c o l l a p s e d when V.P. Singh was t a k e n i l l , 
With Singh out of t h e e l e c t o r a l f i e l d on medica l a d v i c e , t h e 
p a r t y l e a d e r s were unable t o c o - o r d i n a t e t h e r e s t of t h e 
campa ign , 
A j i t Singh f a i l e d t o make much impact in t h e c e n t r a l and 
e a s t e r n p a r t s of t h e s t a t e . The JD l e a d e r s were unable t o 
fftrake any deti t i n t h e Sp-sSP combine. 
THE ROLE OP MUSLIM VOTERS : 
The Muslim v o t e r s p l ayed a much more d e c i s i v e r o l e by 
d e c i d i n g t o v o t e f o r t h e non-BJP c a n d i d a t e w i t h maximum 
chances of s u c c e s s . They could not have ach ieved t h i s by 
keeping out of t h e m a i n i s t r e a n p o l i t i c s . The Bjp p e r c e p t i o n 
wus t h a t t h e Muslim vo te bank had been moving away from the 
Congress . 
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WHERE BJP LOST THE TRADITIONAL SUPPORT : 
The BJP has been v i r t u a l l y r o u t e d i n Fa izabad which 
had c a t a p u l t e d i n t o pcx*er i n t h e l a s t e l e c t i o n s u r p i i s i n g l y 
w h i l e i t made unexpected g a i n s i n t h e w e s t e r n d i s t r i c t s 
which were c o n s i d e r e d impergnable s t r o n g h o l d s of t h e 
J a n a t a Dal , 
Ayodhya (Faizabad) was t h e only Assembly segment of t he 
n ine s e a t s of t h e d i s t r i c t which t h e BJP succeeded in 
r e t a i n i n g . The SP-BSP combine c a p t u r e d seven s e a t s . One 
was won by t h e CPI, 
CONGRESS FORTUNES- THE STEADY DECLIKE : 
The Congress once dcxnirated t h e U t t a r P radesh p o l i t i c a l 
s c e n e . Today i t has plunged t o a p o s i t i o n where q u e s t i o n s 
abou t i t s ve ry s u r v i v a l in t h e s t a t e a r e be ing r a i s e d in 
p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s . And t h e o p p o s i t i o n which once r a n t e d about 
a n t i - C o n g r e s s f r o n t s a r e today c r y i n g hoa r se about t h e need 
t o c o n s t i t u t e an a n t i - B J P group . 
CONGRESS DEFEAT- THE PCC'S PERCEPTION : 
The Ut tar Pradesh Congress Ccammittee (UPCC) pres iden t , 
Mahabir Prasad, said t h a t p o l a r i s a t i o n of the p a r t y ' s 
t r a d i t i o n a l vote -bank and d iv i s i on of votes on cas te l i nes 
were the main reasons for h i s p a r t y ' s poor performance. 
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JANATA DiiL REVERSES : 
Like t h e Congress p a r t y i n U t t a r P radesh , t h e J a n a t a 
Dal t o o was happy t h a t t h e BoP was p u t . 
Chief M i n i s t e r Laloo Prasad Yadav d e s c r i b e d the v i c t o r y 
of t h e BSF SP a l l i a n c e in t h e UP Assembly e l e c t i o n s in the 
l i g h t of a new s o c i a l c o a l i t i o n of "HYK" ( H a r i j a n , Yadav, 
Musl im). 
MADHYA PRADESH : 
The Congress graph in Madhya P radesh Assembly had 
many ups and downs over t h e l a s t bhree d e c a d e s . I t had 
p lunged dcwn t o 56 s e a t s i n 1990 w h i l e t h e h igh p o i n t 
was t h e s co re of 250 s e a t s in a 320 member house . 
The Congress go t 1.94% v o t e s more t han t hose secured 
by BwP However t h i s made o d i f f e r e n c e of 55 more s e a t s t o 
t h e advantage of t h e Congress puf tng i t back in t h e 
government . 
In t h e t e n . t h Assembly t h e Congress wres t ed 166 s e a t s 
f r a i , o t h e r p a r t i e s . The J a n a t a Dal s t r e n g t h was reduced 
from 28 t o 4 members on ly . The BoP l o s t 1 0 4 - s e a t s in t h i s 
e l e c t o r a l round. The Congress was a b l e t o r e t a i n only 
33 s e a t s out of t h e 56 won by i t in 1990. I t s v i c t o r y 
was t h e rough 138 s e a t s i t w r e s t e d from t h e BoP, J a n a t a 
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Dal and the independent candida tes , 
The Bahujan Samaj Par ty was the maxijJium gainer . I t 
r a i s ed i t s s t r eng th from 2 t o 11 l e g i s l a t o r s , i t re ta ined 
i t s previously held cons t i t uen ie s and fu r the r wrested 4 
s ea t s from JD, 2 from BCiP, 2 from Congress and one from 
CPI. 
CPI{M) i s represented in MP Assembly for the f i r s t time. 
The <iD could save only 1 of the 28 sea t s formerly held. *^ 11 
the same i t wrested 2 s e a t s fran Congress and one from CPI. 
Only 4 of the 12 congress r ebe l s could get e lec ted . 
All the 8 r ebe l s from BJP were defeated. The independents 
w i l l number 8 in t h i s assembly, one l e s s than t h e i r number 
in the dissolved l e g i s l a t u r e , 
The main h igh l igh t of the Congress performance was t h a t 
i t wrested 125 sea t s from the BOf, 
The Congress completed i t s v i c to ry march in the s t a t e 
with a f i n a l t a l l y of 171 out of the 316 sea t s which went t o 
p o l l s . The Bharatiya Janata Par ty was pushed too the second 
place with 116 s e a t s , 
The Congress recovered from, i t s rou t in the 1990 e lec t ions 
t o se ize power while the BJP f e l l from i t s two-thi rds majority 
p o s i t i o n . 
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While the Congress v i c to ry in M.P. has come as a morale 
booster t o the pa r ty , i t i s undoubtedly a setback t o the Bjp. 
ii major fac to r respons ib le for the defeat of the pa r ty , however, 
was the dismal record of the Patwa min i s t ry . Not only was the 
pa r ty bedevi l led by groupisro but the Government hardly measured 
up t o the expecta t ions of the people. I t was i n e f f i c i e n t . The 
voter was apparent ly aware of a l l t h i s . 
In captur ing power in M-P* the b igges t s t a t e in the 
country, the Congress has proved t h a t i t i s capable of winning 
major e l e c t o r a l b a t t l e s , 
The Bharatiya Janta Par ty ascr ibed the p a r t y ' s defeat 
t o the over-confidence of i t s l eade r sh ip . The former Chief 
Min i s t e r . Sunder la l Patwa had always described himself as 
a chief min is te r on vaca t ion . He scornful ly dismissed the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of a c lose contes t wi th the Congress. Patwa was 
a l s o confident t h a t the BJP would bag over 220 s e a t s . 
The Congress leaders ha i led the landside v ic to ry of 
the Congress in Madhya Pradesh as a v i c to ry of secular forces . 
Scindia former Union Minis te r sa id t h a t i t was a v ic to ry of 
the downtrodden and oppressed aga ins t the BuP's misrule which 
devoid of any economic programme for the people . 
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The d e f e a t of A jay S i n g h i n B h o j p u r c o n s t i t u e n c y by 
e x - C h i e f M i n i s t e r S u n d e r l a l Pa twa b y a m a r g i n of 29 ,000 
v o t e s and t h e l o s s of C h u r h a t s e a t had g r e a t l y e r o d e d t h e 
image of A r j u n a i n g h . The HRD M i n i s t e r had i n t e n s i v e l y 
t o u r e d h i s s o n ' s c o n s t i t u e n c y . O b s e r v e r s s a y t h a t p e r h a p s i t 
was t h e c o s t l l i e s e l e c t i o n , r e s o u r c e s - w i s e , f o u g h t i n 
Madhya P r a d e s h . 
D i g v i j a y S i n g h , 46 y e a r o l d e n g i n e e r i n g g r a d u a t e , FCC 
p r e s i d e n t a n d Mp from R a j g a r h was e l e c t e d t h e n e x t Ch ie f 
m i n i s t e r of Madhya P r a d e s h . I n a s t r a i g h t c o n t e s t , he d e f -
e a t e d t h e f o r m e r c h i e f m i n i s t e r , S .C , S h u k l a , by 55 v o t e s . 
The two c e n t r a l o b s e r v e r s , S , K . S h i n d e and R.K. Dhawan 
t o l d n e w s p e r s o n s t h a t D i g v i j a y a i n g h had o b t a i n e d t h e s u p p o r t 
of more t h a n h a l f t h e 171 l e g i s l a t o r s , 
TABLE-2 
ASSEMBLY ELECTION 1993 
S e a t s 320 R e s u l t s 316 
C o n g r e s s 171 
BJP 116 
BSP 11 
CPI 2 
I n d e p e n d e n t s and o t h e r s 11 
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RAJASTHAN J 
The BJP had emerged a s t h e l a r g e s t p a r t y w i t h 95 s e a t s . 
There a r e 200 s e a t s in t h e house . E l e c t i o n s were he ld t o 199 
s e a t s . The Congress had only 76 M.L.As. The BOP was only 6 
s h o r t f o r an a b s o l u t e m a j o r i t y . There were 21 independent 
MXi.As b e s i d e s 6 J a n a t a Dal M » L , A S , The BoP e l e c t e d the former 
Chief M i n i s t e r Bha I ron Singh Shekhawat a s i t s p a r t y 
l e a d e r . The Congress p r e s i d e n t nominated Hcirideo J o s h i a s 
t h e l e a d e r of t h e CLP. The Governor of Ra ja s than conducted 
a long e x e r c i s e meet ing t h e independen t s whose suppor t was 
c la imed by t h e B«JP and t h e c o n g r e s s , T h e r e were some names 
t h a t e x i s t e d in b o t h t h e l i s t s . While t h e BJP had submi t ted 
s igned d e c l a r a t i o n s of suppo r t from t h e independen t s , t he 
c o n g r e s s had only ment ioned t h e i r names. The independents 
had urged t h e governor t o f i n i s h off t h e b u s i n e s s of i n t e r v i e -
wing and g ive h i s d e c i s i o n r a t h e r t h a n w a i t i n g fo r more 
t i m e . The i s s u e was c l i n c h e d or. December 3 when the governor 
i n v i t e d Bha i ron Singh Shekhawat t o form t h e government. The 
congres s team t h a t had been camping in J a i p u r complained t h a t 
t h e governor should have wa i t ed f o r one more day. 
The r e b e l s and t h e independen t s who managed t o secure 
s e a t s in Ra j a s than p l ayed a c r u c i a l r o l e in t h e format ion 
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of the new government in the s t a t e . The Bharatiya Janata 
Par ty narrowly missed by the absolute mark. 
The BJP, f igh t ing the e l e c t i o n alone for the f i r s t time 
in the s t a t e , secxired 95 s e a t s , while the Congress (I) 
(secured 77 s e a t s . 
The Congress , t r i e d hard t o contac t the indeperxJent 
and Janata Dal candidates in a l a s t minute bid t o secure 
working majori ty in the assembly. Both the p a r t i e s played 
t h e i r cards close t o t h e i r ches t , providing an element 
of suspense. 
In Rajasthan, out of the 20 r e b e l candidates who romped 
home, 16 belong t o the Congress (I) .The s t a t e had a t t r a c t e d 
much a t t e n t i o n during the p o l l s as a record number of r e l a t i v e s 
of p o l i t i c i a n s had out t h e i r p o l i t i c a l t e e t h in Rajasthan. 
Among the l o s e r s , the re are th ree former Chief Min is te r s , 
They are Bhalron singh SheWiawat who l o s t the Ganganagar 
sea t but won the B a l i Consti tuency. Two others are the 
former Congress chief m i n i s t e r s . Heerala l Depura (Kumbhalgarh) 
and Oagananbh Pahadla (Kekri) , Besides , 30 former min is te rs 
a l s o l o s t the e l e c t i o n . 
HOW did the chief min is te r des ignate Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawat r e a c t t o the assembly r e s u l t s . He seemed confident 
t h a t he would be the Chief Minis te r once again. That would 
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complete h i s h a t t r i c k . Shekhawat had hoped f o r llO s e a t s 
b u t was c o n f i d e n t about fortning t h e government w i t h 
t h e h e l p of indepere len ts . According t o him, the BJP p e r f o r -
mance in t h e e l e c t i o n s was because of t h e work done by 
him d u r i n g the two and a ha l f y e a r s . 
MIZORAM : 
P o l l i n g in Mizoram, t h e p i c t u r e s q u e h i l l s t a t e in the 
n o r t h was held on NoveiPber 30 ,1993. E a r l i e r t h e Mizoram 
government had d e s i r e d t h a t t h e coun t ing p r o c e s s i n r e s p e c t 
of s t a t e s where e l e c t i o n had been c a n p i e t e d e a r l i e r should 
be pos tponed by a n o t h e r 72 hours s o t h a t t h e r e s u l t s may not 
i n f l u e n c e v o t i n g p a t t e r n s in Kizoram. The r e q u e s t was not 
a c c e p t e d by t h e E l e c t i o n Canmission and even t h e Supreme 
Cour t . 
The Congress fo rged an a l l i a n c e w i t h HOD even though 
Mizoram J a n a t a Dal had j u s t one K . L . A , in t h e p a s t assembly. 
The Kozo N a t i o n a l F r o n t was e q u a l l y c o n f i d e n t about i t s 
pe r formance . I t was only a f t e r t h e accord of 1986 t h a t MNF had 
come up and j o i n e d t h e p o l i t i c a l mains t ream. 
Former Chief M i n i s t e r Lal thanhawla r e t a i n e d h i s s e r c h h i p 
s e a t by d e f e a t i n g t h e MNF c a n d i d a t e by over 1200 v o t e s . The 
Congress MJD c o a l i t i o n had won t h e m a j o r i t y defy ing the 
p a t t e r n s of s t a t e s ' s e l e c t o r a l h i s t o r y . The s u r p r i s i n g r e s u l t 
in Mizoram was t h e d e f e a t of B r i g . S a i l o , He l o s t t o the 
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MNF candidate F. Malsawma, The tally of MNF seats rernained 
unaffected. I t was 14 even in the 1989 elections. 
Lalthanhawla was elected Cong-MuD leader for the second 
tlxne. Incidently MOD has nothing to do with the Janata Dal 
of the north. The newly constituted ministry included 
members of both Congress and the MCD. 
The MNF had done very well in the urban area. But i t 
lost to Congress. MJD alliance in the rural areas. The results 
indicated that BJP did not make any dent in the voting share 
of traditional r ivals . There wasn't much in BJP that could 
appeal to the voters whose considerations are in many respects 
different from those of voters in the plains, if BoP had 
something to boast about by winning in Delhi, irrespective 
of the powers of the assembly. Congress too found something 
to brag about by wiraiing 16 seats in a 40 member house in 
Mizoram. 
The tally of seats is as follows j 
Congress 16 
MOD 8 In Alliance 
MNF 14 
Independent 1 
Paite National 
Counc i l 1 
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SECONDARY CONSEQUENCES 
The i^ssembly e l e c t i o n s provide some very d i s t i n c t t rends . 
The Hindu voter did not l i ke Kar Sevaics being f i r ed upon. He 
did not l ike demoli t ion of p lace of worship as a revenge for 
h i s t o r i c a l i n j u s t i c e s perpetuated during medieval per iods 
e i t h e r . Ihe D a l i t s and OBCs are now out a s a force t h a t cannot 
be kept repressed under p o l i t i c a l promises alone. The Muslim 
would r a the r sv^•itch over t o p o l i t i c a l with a future than jus t 
c l ing t o t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l leaders v;ho prefer t o harp on fundamen-
ta l i sm since i t s u i t s t h e i r personal ambit ions, 
The p o l i t i c a l message frorr. the e l ec t ion r e s u l t s ava i lab le 
up t o now emphasises hhree t h ings : the Congress p a r t y ' s p a r t i a l 
recovery, the Bv3P's aborted ambition and the Janata D a i ' s sharp 
dec l ine . Without any "wave" t o egg i t on, the e l ec to r a t e has 
underlined i t s c a p a b i l i t y t o make up i t s mind mainly on loccil 
anr secular i s sues . Nothing r evea l s t h i s more than the Uttar 
Pradesh outcome which i s a resounaig blow agains t the B<^P's 
grand hope of using r e l i g i o n as the cornerstone of i t s e l e c t o r a l 
s t r a t egy . The r e s u l t s may have conrirmed the increase in the 
BuP's influence in recent Uimes, but the vo te r s have a l so 
apparent ly choosen t o lone down the huge momentum which took 
the porty t o power l a s t t ime. Ins tead , they have turned t o 
the SP-BSF combine, although Mulayam Singh Yadav himself could 
4S 
win only a narrow v ic to ry from h i s home const i tuency. 
On the surface, i t i s easy t o explain the SP-BSP's 
exce l l en t showing in terms of the consol ida t ion of the 
backward caste-Muslim vote in the wake of the Ayodhya 
demolit ion which turned these e l e c t i o n s almost in to a 
matter of l i f e and death for the Muslims. But in addi t ion , 
the r e s u l t a l s o i nd i ca t e s the a s tu t eness of the vo te r s in 
opting for what they c l e a r l y regarded as combination with 
a b e t t e r chance than e i t h e r the Janata Dal or the Congress. 
The outcome a l s o showea t h a t Mulayam Smgh Yadav had 
tensed the wind q u i t e ea r ly , ana hence h i s stubborn re fusa l 
t o have any t ruck with the Janata Dal. 
The e l e c t o r a l v e r d i c t has grave impl icat ions so far 
a s Cen t r e ' s l i b e r a l i s a t i o n and a l l i e d programmes are 
concerned. The BJP in Hlmachal Pradesh had taken a s tep 
in the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n by cu t t i ng down the support p r ice 
t o apple gorwers and the s t r i k i n g government employees 
demanding f i n a n c i a l concessions beyond the resources of 
the s t a t e . The p o l i c i e s were in tune with the Central 
government's economic agenda. But the par ty l o s t the e l e c t -
ions t o the Congress, I t remains t o be seen how the Congress 
r e c o n c i l e s i t s p o l i c i e s a t the Centre with i t s promises 
t o the s t a t e . 
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The emergence of SP-BSP combination a s the majority 
group (counting the support from other p a r t i e s ) i s good 
if i t pu t s the problems of the OBCs and the D a l i t s in the 
fo re f ron t . I t i s fraught with grave r i s k s if the p o l l 
promises l i ke repea l ing the Gonda ^ c t and the ^nt i -copying 
i^ct are implementeu leaving the f i e l d f ree for DPs and 
Bhaiyas. If Babri Masjid i s t o be r e b u i l t t o p lease the 
minori ty suppor ters , the s t a t e i s again in for a Backward 
March. 
By denying power t o the B -^f in a l l the s t a t e s i t 
used t o r u l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y in UP, the people have denied 
the BdP the endorsement i t was seeking of i t s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
aggress ive form of pro-Hindu p o l i t i c s . The ^'^^^ had posi ted 
the vote in the four s t a t e s and Delhi a s a referendun, on 
i t s unapoxogetic r o l e in the demolit ion of the Babri Masjid 
l a s t December. Had the SWJr' got an unequivocal ' y e s ' 
the par ty would have been encouraged t o espouse the Hindutva 
plank even more aggress ive ly . Most t r a g i c a l l y for the 
n o r t h ' s t a t t e r e d secular f a b r i c , a ' y e s ' vote on such a 
b l a t a n t l y canmunal appeal would have shovi'n t h a t in an increa-
singly po la r i sed soc ie ty , i t i s the unsecular who have the 
dcxninant voice . Another reason why the votes check on the 
onslaught of BoP's bandwagon i s welcome i s because i t 
breaks the momentum towards a mid-term p o l l . Whatever the f a i l i ng 
of the Naraslmba Rao government i t s economic p o l i c i e s are on 
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the r i g h t t r ack - in f a c t , the re i s need t o in tensi fy them. 
The country needs t o give these pox ic ies as uninterrupted 
a run a s the play of democracy w i l l al low. Had the BJP won 
a l l the s t a t e s , i t would have s t a r t e d bea t ing the war drums 
fcr a mid -term p o l l , introducing a note of confrontat ion 
in p o l i t i c s t h a t would have surely const ra ined the Rao gov-
ernment from taking the bold measures i t s t i l l needs t o 
take for the economy. Now, the laments. With Hindutva 
having l o s t i t s appeal and the Congress seeking votes on 
commitments on which i t was i t s e l f fuzzy- s t a b i l i t y , gover-
nance, development - t h i s became an e l ec t i on without an 
Overriding i s sue . In the circumstances, cas te came back as 
the dominant p o l i t i c a l cons ide ra t ion , frcsri where i t had 
been temporari ly unperched by the appeal of Hindutva. I t i s 
r eg res s ive t h a t si:< f^ecades a f t e r the l a s t census was held 
on cas te l i n e s , vo t e r s s t i l l continue t o vote on cas te l i n e s . 
Any combination which can p o l a r i s e the vo tes of the backwards, 
Har i jans and the Muslims w i l l come out a winner. Hence, the 
unsuspected surge t o the front in UP by the Samajwadi Party 
Bahujan Samaj par$y combine. This has been in t e rp re t ed , co r r -
e c t l y , a s soc ia l engineering through the democratic process ; 
y e s t e r d a y ' s backwards, through bru te majority , a r e coming t o 
power. What happened in the south several decades ago, then 
in Bihar with the coning of Laloo Prasad Yadav, i s now happe-
ning in UP. No t rue democratcan have a pr<±>lem with t h i s 
development. The problem i s with Mulayam Singh Yadav's 
i r r e spons ib l e populism. Yadav's b r i e f e a r l i e r tenure as the 
Chief min is te r of UP i s remembered a s a nightmare. Coming 
48 
t o power on a commitment t o repea l the ant i -copying and a n t i -
goonda Acts suggests t h a t , if any th ing , Yadav would outdo 
himself t h i s t ime. 
The Congress p a r t y ' s problem i s i t has nothing t o 
seek a vote on; no char ismat ic leader and no grea t achievements. 
The only thing i t has t o show i s i t s econanic p o l i c i e s . Some 
par ty l eader s did p ro j ec t these in t h e i r appeal t o the e l ec t ru t e 
i^s the vote shows, i t i s too ear ly for the par ty t o reap. 
Worse, the par ty could draw the wrong lessons froir. BJF's 
rou t in Himachal. The BuP was co r rec t t o take on the apple 
grovvers and the s t a t e government employees; for i t s pa ins 
i t has been r e j ec ted summai^ily. The Congress would do well 
t o remember t h a t , in the long run, i t can only benef i t if i t 
pursues - even more r i go rous ly - i t s economic p o l i c i e s . Also 
i t i s r i g h t t o p ro jec t i t s e l f as a par ty tha tdoes not divide 
society e i t n e r on cas te or r e l i g i o n l i n e s . 
P o l i t i c a l pundi t s can wel l take comfort in the fac t 
t h a t the e l e c t o r a t e have by far r e j e c t e d the communal card. 
As far as the Kandal card i s concerned, in U*ii»» a t l e a s t i t 
was wel l played by the SP/BSP combine. The e l e c t o r a t e backed 
these p a r t i e s r a t h e r than the Canata Dai which had once dea l t 
i t . 
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From Rel igion t o Caste 
The outcome of the assembly e l e c t i o n s had grea te r 
impl ica t ions for the s t a b i l i t y of the present Government 
^ t the Centre than other t h ings . In t h i s l i g h t , the Congress 
massive showing in Himachal Pradesh and the fac t t ha t i t i s 
b e t t e r placed t o take advantage of a hung Leg i s l a t ive Assembly 
in Rajasthan than the BJP on the one hand, and the BuP«s 
loss in Himachal Pradesh and the set-back i t has suffered 
in U.P. and, t o a l e s se r extent; in Rajasthan on the other , 
r u l e out a mid-term p o l l . The UP v o t e r ' s d is i l lus ionment 
with the BoP has turned out t o be stronger than was expected, 
In a way, the p a r t y ' s fa r ing in the b y - e l e c t i o n s e a r l i e r 
has proved t o be a f a l s e s igna l and t h i s i s a lesson for 
the future as much for the profess iondl p o l l s t e r s . By 
choosing t o support the SP-t^SJc corribine, the UP e l ec to ra t e 
may have opted for a kind of B i h a r i s a t i o n , with the cas te 
proving t o be s t ronger than the creed. This i s a s ignal as 
much t o the p ro t agon i s t s of Hindutva a s those who have been 
playing the other communal card. Even though i t i s c e r t a i n 
t h a t the l a t t e r have played some pa r t in the BJP f a i l i n g -Ito 
get the mandate with the Ram Mandir plank, one must general ly 
say t h a t the Handal card has triumphed over the communal 
card. If the B3t> had been able t o form Governments in a l l 
s t a t e s vhere i t was in power, apa r t frcm Delhi , the demand 
for a mid-term e l e c t i o n t o the Lok Sabha could not have been 
e a s i l y ignored. This goes in favour of Rao. 
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In Ut ta r Pradesh, the success of Mulayam Singh Yadav 
and Kanshi Ram i s t r u l y remarkable and if memories of Yadav* s 
tough measures aga ins t the kar sevaks when he was Chief 
Minis te r have played a p a r t in the p o l l outcome, t h i s i s 
something the BJP must note . The spectre of hung Assemblies 
in Ut ta r Pradesh and Rajasthan could s igna l the extension of 
the P o l i t i c a l scenar io a t the na t iona l l eve l t o the s t a t e s . 
What bearing t h i s w i l l have on other s t a t e s we can only 
speculate on, but t h i s i s s t i l l a s i g n i f i c a n t development. 
Going by the record of the Narasimha Rao Government, one 
need not worry unduly about the want of s t a b i l i t y . Coal i t ions 
and minority Governments can poss ib ly succeed where those 
with an absolute majori ty have f a i l e d . 
In the i n t e r e s t s of democracy, the emergence of a th i rd 
force a f t e r Congress and BoP i s t o be welcomed. While i t i s 
t rue t h a t the Janata Dal has been displaced by t h i s force in 
the form of the SP-BSP combine in Ut ta r Pradesh, the l a t t e r 
seems a more powerful p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y . Obviously, the voter 
sees in the l a t t e r a more e f fec t ive advocate of the Mandal cause 
than the Janata Dal. But ^t must be said t h a t a vote for e i the r 
communal or cas te cons ide ra t ions does not r e f l e c t very well 
on the q u a l i t y of Indian democracy. 
The lesson for the BJP i s t h a t emotive issues might 
help a p o l i t i c a l par ty for some time but not always. When 
the BJP was in power in the four s t a t e s , i t s main s t r e s s was 
on mandir and t o seme extent on r ewr i t ing h i s to ry books. Nei-
the r development nor socio-economic problems received the 
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promot a t t e n t i o n of the S ta te Governments. In Himachal, the 
Shanta Kumar Government went t o the extent of antagonising 
the apple growers and the Government employees. In UP, Chief 
Minis te r Kalyan Singh and h i s co l leagues devOted l i t t l e 
time t o admin is t ra t ion because a l l the time they were obsessed 
wi th the mandir i s sue . In t a c t , none of the BJP min i s t e r s 
made d. mark in good governance. Those who had voted for the 
par ty turned h o s t i l e t o i t in recen t e l e c t i o n s . 
The BJP l eadersh ip should review i t s p o l i c i e s and 
programmes in the context of the p o l l outcome. I t w i l l only 
face d i s a s t e r if i t cont inues t o see v i r t u e in mixing r e l i g i o n 
and p o l i t i c s . Uniss the par ty t akes up issues r e l a t e d t o 
the economic and soc ia l problems of the people, i t v. i l l con t i -
nue t o remain a par ty of a sect ion of community. 
The Congress i s equal ly in an unenviable pos i t i on . 
Although the Congress has gained a two- th i rds majority 
in Hlmachal Pradesh and a l s o emerged a s a respec tab le number 
two in Rajasthan, i t has suffered a humil ia t ing defeat in 
UP a s wel l a s Delh i . This i s the t h i r d time t h a t the par ty 
has been r e j ec ted a t the husliings in the most populous 
S ta te which was once the c i t a d e l of the pa r ty . 
The fac t t h a t the Congress has only nominal presence 
in the l e g i s l a t u r e s of UP and Bihar can hardly be comforting 
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t o the p a r t y . Fo r , the time being, i t s r o l e in UP i s 
l imi ted t o backing the anti-BoP forces but in the long 
run, i t i s e s s e n t i a l for the par ty t o regain the ground 
i t has l o s t in the S ta te if i t wants t o r e t a i n i t s a l l -
India cha rac te r . This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y important when the 
Congress has l o s t i t s c lou t in Bihar . 
What has come a s a surpr ise t o many, however, i s 
the phenomenal success of the Samajwadi party-Bahujan Saroaj 
Par ty (SP-BSP) a l l i a n c e in UP on the s t reng th of the formida-
b l e combination of the Muslims, D a l i t s and the Backwards. In 
UP, i t has been proved t h a t the weaker sec t ions can become 
p o l i t i c a l l y strong when they u n i t e . 
P o l i t i c s in the two major S t a t e s , Bihar ana UP^  
has taken a tu rn in favour of the weaker sec t ions and c r e d i t 
for t h i s should go t o V.P. Singh whose demand for socia l 
j u s t i c e has been a never-ending cyy, although h i s par ty 
has fared badly in the e l e c t i o n s anu he himself does not 
wield much personal influence in the s t a t e . 
As the Assembly r e s u l t s s t a r t e d pouring the f i r s t 
r e a c t i o n among Congressmen was t h a t of 'panic ' .Even before 
the Madhya Pradesh Assembly r e s u l t s had come, Rangarajan 
Kumaramangalam. Minis te r of Sta te for Parl iamentary a f f a i r s 
made a demand for en masse r e s igna t i on of the p a r t y ' s Working 
Committee. The pioneer f e l t the re was no need for b r e a s t -
bea t ing . I t s E d i t o r i a l comments on the s i t u a t i o n were as 
follows : 
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I t i s j u s t a s wel l t h a t the spokesman of the Congress 
par ty had dismissed the r i d i c u l o u s demand of the Minister of 
S ta te for Parl iamentary i^f fa i rs , Rangarajan Kumaramangalam. 
for the en masse r e s i g n a t i o n of the p a r t y ' s e l e c t i o n s . The 
Congress Working Committee, according t o the par ty spoke anan 
V.N. Gadgil, did not take not ice of the Kumaramangalam l e t t e r , 
because i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o f ind log ic in the demand. Let us 
examine what the p o s i t i o n of the Congress was when i t went into 
the e l ec t ion and what i t i s now t h a t the r e s u l t s of four s t a t e s 
are known. P r io r t o the e l e c t i o n s , the Congress Wds an i n s i g -
n i f i c a n t rump in Hlmachal Pradesh with only e ight s e a t s . 
There, i t has turned the t a b l e s on the BJP completely, wrested 
power aga ins t a l l odds and reduced the BJP t o a miserable 
shadow of i t s former self . In Rajasthan the par ty had increased 
the number of s ea t s from 50 t o 77, an Improvement of more 
than 50 per cent and i s in a pos i t i on t o lay claim to 
forming a Government wi th the help of independents. In 
Delh i , where i t was sharing power wi th the BoP in the r a t i o 
of 3.4, the Congress had been reduced t o a pos i t i on of 1^ 4 
and in Ut ta r Pradesh i t appears the Congress w i l l not Improve 
i t s p o s i t i o n above the 46 sea t s i t had won in 1990, and may 
be lose a few add i t i ona l sea-fes. 
In the t o t a l i t y of t h e four s t a t e s from where r e s u l t s 
have come in, the Congress has won back a l o s t S t a t e , run alraost 
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neck t o neck w i t h t h e BJP in an e r s t w h i l e BJP run S t a t e , 
f a i l e d t o win in D e l h i and con t inued a t o perform p o o r l y 
in U t t a r P r a d e s h . 
OONCLUSION 
I n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , t h e BuP has l o s t t h e Hind i 
^ h e a r t l a n d . The p a r t y had t h e advan tage of a d i s c i p l i n e d 
' cad re u n l i k e t h e f r a c t i o u s p o l i t i c s of i t s p o l i t i c a l r i v a l s , 
I t had demons t ra ted a d i s t i n c t edge in t h e Hind i h e a r t l a n d 
in 1989 and 1991. A d e f e a t was h a r d l y on t h e minds of t h e 
BJP l e a d e r s in t h e 199 3 e l e c t i o n s . 
The v o t e r s , however, were in a d i f f e r e n t mood t h i s 
t i m e . They e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e Bjp could not c la im the 
p o l i t i c a l l o y a l t y of t h e m a j o r i t y canmunity i f i t were t o 
indu lge in d e m o l i t i o n s and a c t i o n s t h a t l ed t o sharp d i v i s i o n s 
w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y on communal l i n e s . The Bjp today l ^ s not 
much t o chee r about excep t Ra j a s than and D e l h i . I t i s l i t t l e 
c o n s o l a t i o n t h a t t h e p a r t y base h a s remained i n t a c t and even 
r e g i s t e r e d some improvement. What m a t t e r s i s t h a t t h e r e has 
been a sharp d e c l i n e i n t h e number of s e a t s won. I t i s a lways 
a winner t a k e a l l game. The 1991 e l e c t i o n s were c h a r a c t e r i s e d 
by a sharp d i v i s i o n of an t i~BJP v o t e s . The BJP m i s c a l c u l a t e d 
i t a s a mass ive mandate . Th i s t ime t h e BSP/Sp combine wi th 
j u s t 28 p e r c e n t of p o p u l a r v o t e managed t o s ide l i n e t h e BJP 
t h e Congress and t h e J a n a t a Dal , 
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What the BSP/SP could do in ^'^- i t f a i l ed t o repeat 
in K«P. The Congress in M.P. ran a very e f f i c i e n t campaign and 
came on the top . I t expbited the i n e f f i c i e n t functioning of 
the Patwa regime without g e t t i n g involved in competition with 
BoP on Hindutva i s sues . 
In Rajasthan if the Congress could not make i t , i t 
has t o balem i t s cwn preference for f r i ends and r e l a t i o n s 
ov^r g r a s s roo t s workers in the s t a t e . 
Hlmachal Pradesh was l o s t t o the BJP in the face of 
sane harsh dec i s ions taken by the Shanta Kumar government. 
He had not v i s u a l i s e d a mid-term d i smissa l . He cannot be 
f au l t ed for some sens ib le dec i s ions but sense and p o l i t i c s 
do not always go together in our country. 
In Delhi the people a re yearning for Improved 
c i v i c f a c i l i t i e s . If the BJp can provide them, wi th in the 
c o n s t r a i n t s of the powers delegated t o i t , remains t o 
be seen. Delhi v o t e r s never give a second chance. 
The BSP/SP combine and i t s growing s t rength p a r t i c u -
l a r l y in U»J^» i s not without i t s own r i s k s . I t has forged 
a muslim, OBC , D a l i t a l l i a n c e . The Muslims prefer red the 
BSP/SP combine not because of any ideologica l a f f i l i a t i o n s 
but because they thought t h a t was the only option t o keep 
BJP out of power. If Mulayam Singh/Kanshi Ram decide t o 
have Lalloo Prasad as t h e i r model, UP i s in for bad days. 
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The Oanata Dal in Ut ta r Pradesh now has l i t t l e choice. 
I t has l o s t even the J a t a r eas of Western UP t o the ^JP. 
I t can survive if i t funct ions in co l l abora t ion with BSP/SP. 
Mulayam Singh i s in no mood t o share h i s ga ins and Kanshi 
Ram may not be able t o e s t a b l i s h p o l i t i c a l equations with 
Aj i t Singh. In these circumstances, the OD can only fee l sorry 
for having shown the Hands1 card but f a i l e d t o play i t t o win. 
The BSP/SP combine have snatched i t from the JD and played i t 
with g rea te r c r e d i b i l i t y . If the OBC and D a l i t s need a share 
in p o l i t i c a l power, they would r a t h e r put t h e i r cwn men in the 
saddle than allow the upper c a s t e s t o hold the r e i n s . 
U.P. i s not yet p o l i t i t a l i s e d on the l i n e s of Bihar. 
So the BoP and even the Congress can afford t o wait hopefully. 
If the BSP/SP become aggress ive in t h e i r hatred for the 
upper c a s t e s , i t would lead t o fu r the r p o l a r i s a t i o n under 
the BOP banner. The Bjp would a l s o gain in case the Muslims 
demand a p r i ce for t h e i r support t o the BSP/SP combine and 
the government y i e l d s t o such demands t h a t may be perceived 
a s p a t e n t l y appeasing. 
By deciding t o support Mulayam Singh in U-f'. Rao has 
played an i n t e l l i g e n t game. He has t o consol ida te h i s 
p o s i t i o n in Par l iament . As the par ty in power in M.P. and 
the opposi t ion in Rajasthan, the Congress has an opportunity 
t o consol ida te i t s support base for the next round of Lok 
Sabha e l e c t i o n s . 
'Pant ^€4M^ 
/4annotated Sci&U(^^^na^fo^ 
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1993. ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS^ COMPAIGN,_ AJIT SINGH,_ UP 
1. SHARMA (M). Father's bastion slips out of Ajit's 
hands, Indian Express; 52, 28; 1993, December, 1; 7. 
The late Charan Singh's bastion in western 
Uttar Pradesh, which survived raung a pounding, has at 
last fallen to the saffron brigade. The BJP has v/on 
30-odd seats out of kk Assembly seats in Meerut 
division, has succeeded not only in storming the Jat 
heartend, but also madeChaudhary's son and successor, 
Ajit Singh, bit the dust in his strenghold. 
•, llANTA DAL, UP 
2. SINGH (Janak). JD bid for pact with SP^-BSP. limes 
of India; 15^. 277; 1993, November, 20;4. 
The Janata Dal was made a van bid for an 
alliance with the Mulayam Singh, Kanshi Ram campaigning 
started in UP. But this afford completely failed by 
many reasons. There is already a question mark 
whether various factions which had together combined 
to form the United Janata Dal won'd stay together 
after the polls. 
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CONTEST, MP, BHOJPUR 
3. SHARMA (Anil). High-stakes contest at Bhojpur^ 
Times of India; 154, 262; 1993, November, 3; 4. 
The Union Minister, Mr. Arjun Singh's move 
to field his son. Mr. Ajay Singh, against the BJP 
l.jader Mr. Sunderlal Patwa from Bhojpur constituencv 
will lead to tough contesting. The contest here will 
test Arjun Singh's anti-BJP position, as well as 
his ability to ensure electoral victory. 
DILLEMMA, SINGH (VP), UP 
4. ASHOK SINGH (K). Muslim keep VP Guessing. Indian 
Express; 62, 12; 1993, November, 15; 7. 
The Muslims in the westerm UP are a confused 
lot. This dillemma has never bean more acute which 
of the two to choose-Janata Dal or Samajwadi Party, 
is the question facing the largest minority 
community. Muslims, however, have rarely bean so 
determined in their resolve to vote against the BJP. 
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FACISM, DANGER 
5. ASIF (AU).Before the election. Radiance; 28, 47; 
1993, October, 3-9; 1. 
To unite against the facist and communal 
forces is the need of the our. If the forces opposed 
to the communal and facist trends unit and come 
closer to each other in the real sense with some 
positive and constructive programme, then alone 
the danger of facism could be warded off, 
GANDHI (MNEKA),UP 
6. GUPTA (Sharad), Maneka in an awakward spot. 
Times of India; 154, 267, 1993, November, 9; 4. 
The former Union environment minister, 
Mrs. Maneka Gandhi, is in a dillemma about whom to 
campaign for in one of the four assembly constituencies 
in this district which she represented in Parliament 
in 1989. 
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PATWA, MP 
t 
13. JOSEPH (George). Clean image remains Patwa's top 
Priority, Indian Express, 63, 12; 1993, November, 
16; 6. 
Bharatiya Janata Party leader Sunderlal 
Patwa, who is expected to take over reins of 
government one again of his party.is returned to 
power in Madhya Pradeshqa wants to start his next 
innings with a changed attitude. 
PATWA ]«. AJAY SINGH, MP 
14. Ror (Bhaskar). Arjun makes the going tough for 
Patwa. Indian Express; 62, 33; 1993, November, 22; 7 
With massive mobilisation of resources and 
deployment of an array of ace campaigners by both 
sides the Sunderlal Patwa-Ajay Singh contest in 
this constituency has acquired the proportions of 
a battle royale. 
61 
» » » 
DEMOLITION, UP 
ISSUES,BABRI MASJID, 
7. AWASTHI (Dilip). Poor show. India Today; 18, 20; 
1993,October,31, 74. 
After 10 months of investigation, the 
CBI has come up with a charge sheet on demolition 
of Babri Masjid. The charge sheet lists most of 
the BJP top leaders, but it will not make any-
positive result on coming assembly elections. 
MINORITIES, MUSLIMS, MP, BHOPAL 
8. KAN'rfAR (Kamlendra). Bhopal North a crucial seat 
for Muslims. Indian Express; 62, 20; 1993, November, 
23; 6. 
Bhopal North constituency, where one of the 
keenest battles in the ensuing Assembly Elections 
is on between former MLA Arif Aqueel of Janata Dal, 
former minister Rasool Ahmad Siddiqui of congress 
and Ramesh Sharma of BJP, who is pinning his hopes 
on the division of minority votes. 
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RAJASTHAN 
• » 
9. SAWHNEY (Inder), Rajasthan Muslim Voters in a fix. 
Times of India; 154, 262; 1993, November, 3; 4. 
Muslims voters in Rajasthan, who constitute 
seven per cent of the state's population, would 
have joined the Janata Dal bandwagon. But this 
time, state congress has tried to get the support 
of this community by giving the ticket to as many 
as 18 Muslim candidates including two women. 
UP 
> 
10. ANSARI (Javed M). Breaking the mould. India Today; 
18, 20; 1993, October, 31; 14. 
Muslim vote has always played a role in 
determining the fortunes of political parties, 
especially in U.P. In next month's assembly election 
the Muslim voters will play a significant role bias 
to secular parties. 
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UP 
'» 
11. SAXENA (Anil). Muslim Votes crucial in U.P. 
Times of India; 154, 255; 1993, October, 21; 4. 
The vote of minority community, which 
forms 12 to 15 per cent of nine crore strong electorate, 
appears to be the centre of attention of all political 
parties, with even BJP expecting its support for 
"providing a better administration". 
MONEY POWER, PARTIES,DELHI 
12. BATTLE FOB. Delhi. Hindustan Times; 69, 304, 1993 
November, 5; 11. 
The curtains have finally come down on the 
campaign for the 70 seats in the Delhi Assembly. 
The campaign brought to the fore a negative aspect 
of Indian democracy- the growth of the money power. 
All of them have promised to make Delhi a better place 
to live in, though none of them has specified how it 
proposes to go about the task. 
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PEACEFUL, DELHI 
15. ELECTIONS AND after Link; 36, 9; 1993, October 10; 3. 
The /''ii generated in the run up to the 
Delhi Assembly elections had guyed most people into 
darkly imewpg"' ing that the day of polling would 
turn a faia number of constituencies into play'ers of 
roudy bullies. 
PEACEFUL, MIZORAM 
16. SINGH(PP), 'Code of conduct' ensures noiseless 
campaign.Indian Express; 62, 25; 1993, November 26; 7 
With just five days left for the Assembly 
election on November 30, the state capital looks 
as if there is no election in the state. Loudspeakers 
have been banned, as also big posters and flags. All 
the parties have agreed a mutual code of conduct 
which was included in the 'ten commendments' issued 
by the Young Mizo Association (YMA). 
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POLITICAL PARTIES 
'• 
17. MUNSKI (Debashish). Campaigners move on to Hindi 
heartland. Times of India; 154, 267; 1993, November 
9; 4. 
After the polling in Delhi, Veteran 
campaigners of various political parties have 
moved on to the heat and dust of the Hindi heartland 
where battles for the four state assemblies are 
being fought. 
POLITICAL PARTIES, ADVERTISEMENTS 
18. MITRA (Arjan). No-holds-barred advertisements- H_T__;69 
304; 1993, November, 5; 10. 
With the polling dates in various states 
drawing near, the advertisement campaigns of both 
the BJP and congress are showing signs of aggressiveness 
coupled with flippency. The BJP's advertisement on the 
"anniversary of the suitcase culture of the congress 
to a prime example of this. 
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ADVE.iTISEMENTS 
BJP, AUDIO-VIDSO, 
19. SHARMA (Vivek), BJP leads in Audio visual 
race. Times of India; 25-^ , 263; 1993, November, 7; 6. 
The BJP is taking on the audio-visual 
publicity challenge, thrown up by the congress and 
the Samajwadi Party, in a big way. The audui and 
video cassetts released by the party for the purpose 
quanlitatively and quantitavely surpass these 
being made use of by its rivals, 
» 
CONGRESS, GROUPISM, i 
20. SAHAY (Anand) and HASAN 3UR00R. UP Against the Enemy 
within. Hindu; 1l6, A6; 1993, November, 7; 7. 
The biggest challenge to the non-congress UP 
secular parties in UP, is not from the BJP but from 
within, and if the BJP returns to power it ought to 
thank Mr. V.P, Singh and Mr. Mulayam Singh. 
Lir 
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INTERNAL FIGHTING 
» 
21. VYAS(Neena) and REDDY(Muralidha]f), Uphill task for the 
BJP, Hindu; 116, 44; 1993, November, 7; 8. 
The BJP certainly cannot repeat 1990 in 
Madhya Pradesh. A common feature in case of both 
the BJP and the congress(l) was evident in the 
tremendous pulls pressures from their internal factions 
There is a possibility the congress to recapture 
the power, 
RAJASTHAN 
22. SAWHNEY (inder). Congress gains ground in Rajasthan. 
Times of India; 154, 274, 1993, November, 10; 5. 
The congress appears to be slowly 
consolidating its position in Rajasthan which goes 
to the polls on Thursday, thanks to the support of 
the Jats and the Muslims' fear of the BJP coming 
to power. The most striking feature of this 
election is that even the visits of Union ministers, 
including the prime minister, and other celebrities from 
politics and films could not excite the public. 
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HIMACHAL PRADESH 
I 
23. POLL IN the hills, Hindustan Times; 69, 308; 1993 
November 9; 1A. 
As Hiraachal Pradesh goes to polls on 
Tuesday to elect a new 68 member Assembly, it is 
apparent that the winner will have at best a slender 
margin. The results will show whether the BJP's 
claim that it could provide the state a clean 
government carried conviction with the voters. 
JANATA DAI 
» 
24. AWASTHI (Dilip) and ZAFAR AGHA. Parties; treading 
warily.India Today; 18, 20; 1993 October, 31; 72. 
This election will be solidly issue based 
since there is no emotional wave over the Ram temple 
or over Mandal, Congress know is not to win a majorit;/, 
but it believe to give a creditable performances. The 
BJP is trying to capture power at any cost. The re-
united Janata Dal 'also facing a crisis within party 
and outside. 
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KALYAN SINGH, 
» f * t t 
UP, ATRAULI 
25. SONWALKAR (Prasun). Kalyan comfortable in Atrauli. 
Times of India; 154; 256; 1993, October, 30; 4. 
The former chiefminister,, Mr. Kalyan Singn, 
is in a comfortable position in his home constituency 
of Atrauli. However, the margin of victory of more 
than 27000 votes which he secured in the last 
elections is likely to be considerably reduced. 
MP 
25. SHARMA (NO). BJP confidence ebbs in Gwalior. Indian 
Express, 62, 18; 1993, November, 21; 6. 
Bhartiya Janata Party is struggling hard 
to maintain its held in the region. Though BJP 
expressed the confidence that it would repeat 
its 1990 performance, but he optimism is not seems 
to have taken great care in adjusting various castes 
while selecting its candidates incthe region. 
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CLAIMS^ UP 
27. SHUKLA (Rajiv). Claim on majority. Sunday; 20, 46; 
1993, November, 21-27; 23. 
In UP all major political parties 
claim. One third majority in coming assembly elections, 
The congress and the BJP are played by dissension in 
UP, Also rebels threatened victory over official 
candidates. 
CONGRESS 
f 
23. RAGHAVAN (CVV). Relation Syndrome. Hindu; 1l6, 44; 
1993, November, 7; 9. 
This election is said to be crucial for the 
congress(l) whose image has suffered considerably. 
The relation syndrom is also evident in the BJP 
and the JD lists as well, but not so pronounced 
as in the case of the congress(l). 
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BJP, MP 
t 
29. TWO-PARTY COMBAT. Hindustan Times; 69, 322, 
1993, November, 24; 12. 
Madhya Pradesh is one state where the 
Congress and the BJP are engaged in a straight 
contest in most of the constituencies. In the 
absence of emotive issues like Mandir, the voters 
are likely to be guided by the performance of the 
parties, concerned where they were in power in the 
state. 
RAJASTHAN 
30. CRUCIAL STATE. Hindustan Times; 69, 310; 1993. 
November, 11; 13. 
Thursday's election to the R§jasthan 
Assembly will determine to what extent the congress 
and the BJP are justified in their claim that they 
hold the key to the land of valour. In Rajasthan is 
where the confidence of the congress is at its 
peak, the reasons are not far to seek. The shifting 
loyalities of certain castes, particularly the 
politically significant Jat community, are to its 
advantage, 
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, UP 
» I » » f 
31. GEORGE JOSEPH. BJP fights hard to revive 1991 
score in Varanasi. Indian Express, 62, 18; 1993t 
November, 21; 6, 
In this politically crucial district of 
eastern Uttar Pradesh, the BJP which bagged 
to out of 14 seats in 1991, is fighting on intense 
battle to retain its score. All the constituencies 
are witnessing multi-cornered contests between 
BJP, Janata Dal left-alliance, congress and SP-BSP 
combine, taough the main rival to BJP differs from 
constituency to constituency. 
HIMACHAL PRADESH 
3 2. CONGRESS(I) SWEAP. Hindu; 116, 285; 1993, December 1; S, 
The combined hostility of the state 
Government employees and the apple growers who 
constitute the most powerful lobby is believed to 
have caused the greatest electoral damage to the 
BJP in Himachal Pradesh. 
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MIZORAM,CHURCH 
33. MISHRA (Law Kumar), Cong, has the upper hand in 
Church Times of India, 154, 267, 1993, November, 9; 5. 
In almost all the seven assembly seats in 
Church district, the contest is likely to be 
straight-between congress and the B.J.P. 
DELHI 
"> 
34, BAWEJA (Harinder). Capital stakes, India Today; 
18, 20; 1993 October, 31; 81. 
In the first assembly ejection in Delhi 
all the parties leaders as well as supporters are 
spending sleepless rights, putting in all they can 
to capture the throne in Delhi it is a prestigious 
election that could well decide who will rule not 
just Delhi but from Delhi in future, 
Ti 
JANATA DAL, UP 
35. MERGER CHARADE. Hindustan Times; 69, 316; 1993, 
November, 18;15. 
The Editorial analysis the emergeres Janata 
Dal fractions and its impact on coming elections. The 
projection of Mr. ^ Jit Singh as the potential Chief 
Minister of UP by Mr. V.P. Singh during their joint 
tour of the western districts of the state must have 
been another factor that prompted the Haryana family 
to opt out before it is too late. 
LEADERS, BJP, CONGRESS 
> 
36. SHUKLA (Rajiv). Between the lives. Sunday; 20, 46; 
1^93, November, 21-27; 39. 
The congress and BJP campaign in Assembly 
elections keep some leaders out of the limelight Ex. 
In BJP, former president M.M. Joshi who was president 
during the Babri Masjid demolitions. In congress, 
Finance Minister Man-Mohan Singh, 
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UP , MP 
37. GHANDRA(S), RAJIV SHUKLA and SEN (Avirook). Hypr 
in the heartland. Sunday; 20, 45; 1993 November, 21-27, 
37. 
UP and MP are all set for the Assembly 
elections. In UP all major political parties claim 
one third majority in coming assembly elections. The 
Congress and the BJP are plagued by dissension in 
MP. Actually, no party is sure of what the final 
out come will be. 
RULES, CHURCH, MIZORAM 
f 
3 8. SYED ZUBAIR AHMAD, Church's Writ runs large in 
Mizoram. Times of India; 154, 279; 1993 November, 
23; 10. 
The Church and the YMA have laid donw rules 
for the contesting candidates as well as the 
electorate. The candidates have been advised to 
refrain from personnel attacks, character assassination, 
intimidation and violence during electioneering. 
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SHIVSENA, CAI^IDATE, UP 
39. DESHPANDE (JU) Assembly elections: Winnability is 
all; Eaonomic and Political Weekly; 28, 46; 
November, 13-20, 2505. 
By putting up a large number of candidates 
in the assembly elections in UP and the other northern 
states to split the anti-congress vote, the Shiv Sena 
has again provided the answer to the questi on why 
congress governments in Maharashtra never taken any 
legal it and never will. 
4fO. MISRA (Amaresh). Disillusioned electorate. Economic 
Political Weekly; 26, 46, i^ ioWmbey, 15-20; 2503. 
The first phase of election campaigning 
in Uttar Pradesh has made evident the general 
disillusionment among people about the major political 
parties and their feature fo address even the pressing 
issue of communalism from a fresh angle. 
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•, VIOLENCE, RAJASTHAN 
A1. SEHGAL (Sabina). Poll violence feared in Bikaner 
division, Times of India; 15'^ , 264; 1993^ November, 
5; 7. 
There are fears in Rajasthan that polling 
in some areas on Bikaner division may turn violent, 
The local administration has requested the centre 
for additional security forces to prevent violence 
in sensitive constituencies. 
•, VORA (Arun)^MP 
42. SOIWALKAR (Prasen). BJP bid to storm Vera bastion, 
Times of India, 154, 278; 1993, November, 22; 10. 
Bharatiya Janata Party is making a determined 
attempt to storm his traditional pocket through of 
the UP governor, Mr. Motilal Vora, whose son, 
Mr. Arur Vora, is seeking entry into the Vidhan 
Sabha for the first time on tne congress ticket. 
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CHIEF MINISTER, HIMACHAL PRADESH 
» » 
43. NEW MSN In charge, Times of India; 154, 290; 1993 
December, 6; 12. 
vifith the installation of three new Chief 
Ministers in Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 
Rajsthan, the country has reaffirmed once again its 
republican commitments and corrected to considerable 
extent the Ayodhya-related aberrations. There is little 
room for doubt that the voters in UP have rejected 
the BJP's right to rule just as it is abundantly 
clear that the Rajasthan electorate did not want 
ito entrust the re^ns of government to the congress. 
44. VIRBHADRA SINGH. Takes over. Hindu; 1l6, 289; 
1993 December, 6; 8. 
The Editorial congragulate Mr. Virbhadra 
Singh who is the new Chief Minister of Himachal 
Pradesh. He led to Party to a resounding victory 
in H.P. Poll, had a clear majority support from 
the newly elected party MLAs, 
79 
MP 
* 
4 5. CHALLENGING TASK for MP's New CM Hindu; 
116, 290; 1993, December, 7; 8. 
The task of the Digvi^ay Singh is to bring 
all the warning factions together including the 
vanquished Shukla group to give a direction to 
governce which has suffered during the BJP regime 
under Patwa. iN'ot only political factions but also 
caste and community considerations will play a big 
part in MP and it is for CM to show the necessary 
political leadership in his new assignments. 
';. COMMUNAL FORCES, UPPER CASTE, 
» » 
DEFEAT 
46. VENKATESAN (V). Looking backward* . .• Mandalisation 
of the BJP. Frontline; 2,2; 1994,January, 28; 14. 
The victory of Dalit and backward classes 
in the recent assembly elections in north India, has 
a positive impact on the BJP. It is the defeat of 
upper caste communal forces. Post election announcement 
of the BJP emphasis widening its social base by the 
inclusion of backwad leaders in number of vacancies. 
80 
» » 
D-S. MOCRACY 
DANGEROUS, CONGRESS, BJP, FREEDOM, 
47. TARKUNDE (VM), Voters' Task. Hindustan Times; 
69, 301; 1993, November, 2; 13. 
There is no doubt which of the two parties-
congress and the BJP-represents the greater evil and 
is more dangerour to the future of freedom and 
democracy in India. The BJP at present to by for 
the greater evil, 
DECISIONS, POST ELECTION, RESERVATION 
» » 
48. RAMAKRISHNAN VENKITESH.Charting the course.Frontline; 
2,2; 1994;January, 28; 13-14. 
This article analysis the consequences of 
postelection proclamation on various decision. That 
is the provision of 27 per cent reservation for backward 
classes in job, reducing the working hours of state 
govt, scavanger staff, abolition of sale tax, the 
essential commodities act and repeating of anti-
copying act and Goondas act. 
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DEVELOPMENTS, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, BJP 
» » 
49. GO BEYOND Mandir. Indian Express; 334; 32; 1993, 
November, 30; 8. 
The message of elections have sent to the 
BJP is clear. The Ram issue has served it well so 
far in helping it to expand its support base. But 
this time should put the Ram issue beMnd it and 
take up social and economic ones crucial to the country's 
progress. 
f 
DIGVIJAY SINGH, MP 
50. NEW MAN in Bhopal. Hindustan Times; 69, 335; 
1993, December, 5; 12. 
The election of Mr. Digvijay Singh as 
leader of the congress legislature party in Madhya 
Pradesh was made possible by the free hand given to 
the party legislators by the congress High Command. 
It marked a departure from the practice of the 
party chief nominating somebody after the churche 
of the CLP leaving the matter to the central leadership. 
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EMERGENCE, DALIT?, UP 
51. MISRA (Amarish)*Dalit Assertion; Possibilities 
and Limits ;Economic and Political weekly; 28, 50; 
1993, December, 11; 2701, 
The democratic articulation of dalit 
aspirations witnessed in last month's assembly-
elections can provide a stable base for a secular 
polity. But if it is opportunitically used for narrow 
political gain, the situation may once again turn in 
favour of the forces of Hindutva. 
GOVERNORS, ELECTION COMMISSION, 
» » 
RAJASTHAN, HP, UP 
52. BHANDARE (Namita). Three on the mat. Sunday; 20, 
48; 1993, December, 5-11; 10. 
The election commission charged the 
governers of H.P. UP and Rajasthan for violatry 
electroal norms. The T.N. Seshan's bold step forced 
to resign H.P. Governor and with drawn the appoicntment 
made by Rajasthan Governor during election. But in 
the case of Motilal Vora, there was no clinchinj 
evidence. 
83 
ISSUES, CANDIDATES, POLITICAL PAI^TIES, 
» > 
CONGRESS, UP, GARrTv^ AL 
53. SAWHNEY (Inder). Garhwal too hit by rebels, 
Times of India; 154; 258; 1993, October, 29; 7. 
Squables in both the congress and BJP 
over the selection of candidates for the assembly 
elections in the Garhwal region have come to a 
head with rebel candidates of both the parties 
filing their nominations. 
UP, MEERUT 
54. SHARMA (Anil). Workers irked at nominees in Meerut. 
Times of India; 3, 57; 1993. October, 31; 9, 
Dissatisfaction in the ranl^ and" file of 
various parties over the candidates in most of the 
11 assembly constituencies in this district is likely 
to harm the prospects of the official candidates. The 
denial of ticket to several strong candidates and 
their replacement by lesser known and persons having 
dubious record by different political parties seem 
to have caused demoralisation and disaffection. 
84 
» 
REBELS, UP 
5 5. SAWHNSY (Inder). UP parties hit by rebels. ' • 
Times of India; 3, 57; 1993, October, 31; 9. 
Except for the Samajwadi party-Bahujan Samaj 
Party combine, all other parties, including the 
congress and the Janata Dal, are facing as uncalled-
for challenge in the eight constituencies of Lucknow, 
district from none other tnan their own "rebel" 
candidates. 
f 
CASTE, RAJASTHAN, JODHPUR 
56. MISHRA (Law Kumar).Caste plays major role in Jodhpur, 
Times of India; 25A, 263; 1993, November, 7; 8. 
This constituency is witnessing intense 
caste lobbying during the poll cc.iapaign tais time. 
Office-bearers of the different caste organisations 
are making public appeals to electorate to vote on 
caste lines. 
85 
RELIGION 
57. BHATTACHARYA (Ajit). What India needs today 
is the presidential system. Pioneer; 3, 331; 1993, 
December, 3; 8. 
Results of the elections in the northern 
states confirm the fears aroused by the Selection 
of candidates and the style of electioneering. 
That the entire electoral process is deeply raijced i; 
caste and religious rivalries. 
58. VINAYAK (M), UP Electroate a live to issue. Hindu; 
116, 276; 1993, November, 20; 6. 
The election this time witnessed a 
polarisation on caste and religion as never before, 
with issues such as development, corruption, reservation, 
local issues and even the im^. ge of the candidate?, 
in most constituencies taking a back seat. 
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SPLITTING, SP-3SP 
» 
59. BEHIND THE caste lines Economic and Political Weekly; 
2r^ , 49; 1993, December, A; 2624. 
The SP-3SP combine, which has hijacked a 
part of the Janata Dal agenda, has offered one solution 
to this problem divide the people along caste lines and 
thereby confine the appeal of religion based politics 
to only the most die-hard of the communalists. 
UP 
• » 
60. CHOPRA (Pran). Factor that dominated in UP, Hindu; 
116, 285, 1993, December, 3; 6. 
The factor that largely shaped the verdict 
in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections was caste 
and religions polarisation, eclipsing all issues, 
the profile of the candidates and resources throiwf. in 
for campaign, 
87 
GHAZIA3AD 
» 
61. SHARMA (Nii) . Caste along triumphs in Ghaziabad. 
Indian Express. 62, 18; 1993, November, 21, 7. 
Caste and religion will decide the outcome 
of the elections in eight constituencies in 
Ghaziabad district. All political parties have 
fielded the candidates on caste basis. 
UP 
• » 
6 2. BISHT (Arvind Singh), Kalyan, Mulayam rely on own 
caste. Times of India; 154, 266, 1993, November, 11; 4. 
Caste is likely to play a crucial role in 
the elections for the eight assembly constituencies 
of this eastern district from where the two former 
Chief Ministers, Mr. Kalyan Singh and Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, are contesting. 
88 
CASTIESM, BJP, CONGRESS, MP 
> 
.63. JOSHI (Prakash). Caste factor might be decisive. 
Times of India; 154, 279; 1993, November, 23; 5. 
In the absence of any strong "wave" the 
caste factor might turn out tdi be decisive for the 
two main contenders, the BJP and the congress, in 
the Chhattisgarh regioj of Madhya Pradesh. The 
backward region has 90 seats in the assembly. The 
issues like the Ayodhya dispute, the formation of a 
seperate state of Chhattisgarh and the implementation 
of the Mandal Commission, have apperently not 
captured the imagination of the voters. 
» 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, ECONOMIC REFOMRS 
64. BM. Message of the Assembly elections. Economic and 
Political Weekly ; 28, 50, 1993, December, 11, 2709. 
The Central 'Government in a vain bid to 
influence the results of the assembly elections, went 
in for rackless populist measures to cover up the 
objectives of its so-called economic reforms, 
in the process distorting the course of the 'reforms'. 
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CHATTISGARH, UTTARKAND, UP, MP 
» 
65. MISHRA (Law K^ m^ar) Poll revive statehood demand in 
UP , MP, Times of Ir^ dia; 154, 178; 1993, October, 28; 4, 
Long standing demands for statehood have 
again shot into the iimelight in MP and UP, with the 
announcement of the assembly pools. The degiand for a 
Chhatisgarh state has emerged as a major poll plank 
in MP, with the Chhatisgarh Mukti Morcha. In UP, the 
demand for the creation of Uttaranchal state 
comprising eight hill districts have taken centre-stag 
along with the Mandir'and Mandal issues. 
» 
CORRUPTION; GOVERNER, UP 
66. IMPROPRIETY PLUS. Indian Express; 62, 21; 1993, 
November, 24; 8. 
The Editorial congratulates the District 
Collector who is the returning offices for Satna 
Assembly constituency, for promptly bringings Gulsher 
Ahmed's who is the Governor of Himachal Pradesh, 
questionable conduct to the notice of the Election 
Commission. The complaint against him was that he 
did compaign for his son with the use of the official 
car put at his disposal.. 
90 
DALITS, CONGRESS, MP 
» 
67. SSTHI (Lokpal). Cong, plays Dalit card in MP • 
Hindustan Times; 69, 303; 1993, November, 4; 10. 
A study indicates the congress candidates 
for Madhya Pradesh suggests that the high command 
has done a fine balancing act. A n the stalwarts in 
the state Mr. Arjun Singh, Mr. Madhavrao Scindia 
and the Shukla brothers have been given almost on 
equal number of tickets. 
DE3CRIMINATI0N, ELECTION, 
> » » 
COMMISSION, MIZORAM 
68. MIZORAM'S COMPLAINT. Times of India; 154, 282; 
1993, November, 26; 8. 
Election, commission has acted in a 
discriminato-ry manner by ordering the counting of 
, votes from Saturday even through the Mizoram elections 
will not be held till the following Tuesday, When the 
ellection Commission could afford to waid till the 
polls in Delhi and the northern states were over, it 
could easily have waited for a few days for the sake 
of "protecting the purity of the electroal process 
in Mizoram". 
91 
DEVELOPMENT, BJP, HP 
t 
69. AHUJA (Rajesh). 'J-'ouch and go in Hlmachal. Hindu; 
116, 44, 1993, November, 7; 9. 
The issues of development, royalty and 
Aam Mandir, raked up by the BJP, have failed to 
appeal to a section of the people. Most of the 
constituencies in H.P. will witness such tough 
contests that the outcome is anybody's guess. 
RAJASTHAN 
• » 
70. MITRA (Chandan). Aggressive Cong. VS subdued BJP^ 
Hindustan Times; 69, 305, 1993, November, 7; 11. 
Congress activists and sympathesers in 
tais region (Jodhpur) are extremly vocal about their 
preference this-time. They run through a list of 
grievances against the BJP MLAs as well as the 
BLairon Singh Government. The congress appears to 
have successfully convinced voters here that 
development had indeed come to a standstill under 
BJP rule. 
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» 
EXIT, KUMARMANGALAM 
71. KUMARMANGALAM's EXIT, Hindu; 116, 285; 1993, 
December 3; 8. 
Mr. P.R. KumaramangalV/^ /b resignation 
marks, the exit of a dynamic and sensitve Minister, 
even if in a sence it was inevitable in the 
circumstances. He had in a letter no the party 
president blamed the leadership for the 'dismal' 
performance of the Party in the just concluded 
Assembly elections and demanded the resignation of 
all members of the working committee of the 
Congress (I) for th^ir collective failure. 
FESTINALS, POLITICAL PARTIES 
• » » > 
RAJASTHAN 
72. BHATT (Jagdish)< Where festival gets precedence 
over poll. Times of India; 3, 57r 1993,October, 
31; 9. 
This valley of the gods is averse to 
mixing religion with politics so while the people 
are caught up tn the festivities of the famous 
Kullu Dussehra, elections perforce take a back seat, 
There are no election meetings as the political 
parties and candidates know the sheer futility of 
holding them.They have decided to honour the 
sentiments of the locals. 
93 
GOVERNERS, RAJASTHAN, UP 
7 3. TWO GOVERNaiS on trial* Indian Express; 62, 50; 19'93^  
December, 3; 8, 
The Governers of Rajasthan and UP trying 
to depart fran the established democratic procedure 
in connection with the formation of new ministries i^ 
the two states. The accepted norm is that a Governor 
must first call upon the leader of the single 
largest party to explore the chances of forming a 
government. 
GOVERNMENTS EMPLOYMEES, 
> » » 
CASTISM, HIMACHAL PRADESH 
74. 3HATT (Jagdish)" Disturbing Trends From Hiraachal Poll. 
Times of India; 154; 286; 1993, December, 1; 4. 
The trends that have merged from the last 
few elections do not angur well for Himachal Pradesh. 
Besides the political parties being held to ransom 
by government employees, casteism has started 
spreading its tentacles here. 
91 
GREATER MIZORAM 
7 5; SEN (Sumanta). Greate 'Mizoram' a poll issue * 
Times of India; 25^, 263; 1993, November, 7; 8. 
The demand for a "greater Mizoram* has 
again been raised during campaigning in the north 
eastern state, which goes to the poll s at the end 
of this month. The main contestants are the congress 
and the Mizo^Janta-Dal, on the one; hand and the 
Mizoram National front (MNF) on the other. 
t 
HINDUTVA, CASTISM 
76, DUTT (Vijay)- Casting the mould. Hindustan Times; 
69, 319, 1993, November, 21; 31. 
The caste-bias has been exployted in an 
unprecedented manner this time to polarise various 
class and classes by almost all parties in the fray. 
There is no limit to the damage such caste politics 
san inflict. It is indeed debatable which is 
more-the fanning of Hindutva or the sharpening of 
the caste differences. 
95 
t t t 
JUSTICE, UP 
MANOAL, SECULARISM, SOCIAL 
77. JAIN (Minu). Vote for Social Justice. Sunday; 20, 
43; 1993, December, 5-11; 37-39. 
The backwards and the minorities rejected 
the Janata Dal and backed the Mulayam Kanshi 
combine instead. The issues of social Justice, 
Mondal and secularism have brought to the fore 
front of public consciousness by SF-3SP combine. 
MIZOa, PROTECTION, MIZORA?^ 
7 8. MUNSHI (Debashish). Protection of Mizoj main issue. 
Times of India; 154, 282; 1993, November, 26; 5. 
Protection of Mizos from the big bad world 
outside is the catchword in the campaign for the 
forthcoming assembly elections in Mizoram. The BJP 
campaign, too, has a regional touch ef sorts for 
it is hignlighting the "menace of foreign infiltration. 
9S 
MUSLIMS 
'» 
79. JrCTHMALAiMI (Ram). Muslims of India Wake up 
Indian Express; 62, 15; 1993, November, IS; 7. 
The author advices to muslims to think 
on present situation and caste the vote against 
Mullah' supporters. He appeals to Muslims to use 
intelligence and choose what is good for nation as 
a whole and not what is what is good for Muslims 
alone, 
COMMUNAL POLARISATION 
'» 
80. RAl(Lajpat). Election and Communal Polarisation; 
Link; 36-9; 1995, October, 10,' 4. 
Muslims should wise up not to fall into 
the trap a their communal and fundamentalists 
leadership, which is misleading them with visions cf 
seperate state within the estate. The ., 
Courts are nothing but a step towards that. 
97 
UP 
"> 
81. KAPOOR (Aditi), Muslims face a dillemraa in UP 
Times of India,' 154, 262; 1995, November, 3; 4. 
The failure of the Samajwadi Party and 
the Janata Dal to reach an understanding has 
dampened the enthusiasm of most of the Muslim 
voters in the state. If this trened continues till 
tne polling days then in some area, it can lead 
to a drop in the voter turnout, thus harming the 
prospects of candidates of the Samajwadi Party. 
NEPOTISM, C0NGR3SS, DELHI 
82. KITH and Kin crisis. Pioneer; 3, 330; 1995, 
December, 1; 8. 
Nepotism rarely pays political dividends 
and may ^ave played a crucial factor in the congress 
party's poll debacle in Delhi and failure to capture 
power in Rajasthan. In both places, the kith and kin 
of ruling party big wigs and power brokers were 
given election tickets regard less of their abilit"/ 
to win. 
98 
PARTY TICKETS, BJP, UP 
t 
83. BJP's FUTURE. Times of India; 154, 289; 1993 
December, 4; 12. 
If the internal squabbles during the 
Pre-election distribution of tickets had shown 
how closely the BJP had come to resemble the 
other parties, the current hore-trading in Jaipur 
and Lucknow has confirmed this trend. 
POLITICAL PARTIES, BJP, 
GROUPISM 
84. GHIMIRE YUBARAJ. Congress clone. India Today; 
18, 20; 1993, October, 30; 79. 
Outbreak of groupism and in fighting 
in BJP, came out in the time of the distribution 
of tickets. It is a myth that the BJP is built 
on a solid bedrock of discipline Party's claim 
and put its chances of victory under severe 
stress. 
9» 
UP, MAHONA 
85. JHA (Rajiv Ranjan). Mahona test care for BJP. 
Times of India; 154, 267; 1993, November, 9; 4. 
Mahona which is the one of the big 
assembly constituencies < "" 'T, rr ^mises to be a 
test case for the rule of the BJP government In 
the state. The various measures taken by the 
Kalyan Singh government in the name of reforms 
in education, especially enactment of the anti-
copying Act, will be scrutinised by the 
electorate. 
TEXPLS, SOCIAL 
•» » f » » 
JUSTICE 
So. HiiSAN SURUOR, Development and waves. Hindu; 116, 
44; 1993 November, 17; 7. 
The issues being projected are development 
by congress. Social Justice by JD and SP and 
temple by BJP. The BJP is quietly also becking to 
takes the credit for the demolition of Ayodhya 
mosque, but after the event this issue has lost 
its earlier live-wire status. 
m 
C0NGR3SS, DISSIDENTS 
t 
87. PHADNIS (Aditi). Poll Portents Sunday; 20, 46; 
1993. November, 21-27; 20. 
The assembly election results are likely 
to intensify the power struggle within the 
congress. Also it could affect Naramsiha Rao's 
future. If the party loses the dissidents will 
renew their efforts to dislodge him from power. 
> 
MUSHAIRA, MUSLIMS 
BHATT (Jagdish). Cong, woos Muslims with Mushairas. 
Times of India; 25^, 265; 1993, November, 2; h. 
All the major political parties, claiming 
to be secular, are going out of their way to woo 
the Muslims electroate. The congress drive bagon 
from the Mushaira dais, cultural shows. A series 
of well planned mushairas were organised at 
various districts. 
1 0 1 
POVERTY, MP 
89. SATAPATHY (Rajasthan), BJP, Congress bid to 
woo tribal voters. Times of India; 154, 282; 
1993, November, 26; 5. 
The BJP and the congress face a 
ticklish situation as they are unsure how to 
reach out ot the poverty stricken voters in 
a district where there are no industries. 
Agriculture solely depends on the mercy of 
the rain god and the dense forests still continue 
to be the main source of livelihood for the 
7.5 lakh voters, 
UP 
"» 
90. SRIVASTHAVA (RC). UP Voters for from enthusiastic 
Times of India; 154, 279; 1993, November, 10; 4. 
The BJP is in S'earch of an emotive 
issue to win the UP Vidhan Sabha elections. The 
other major parties too are finding it difficult 
to raise their election tempo. The congress, 
the JD and the SP are contesting or tneir own, 
but, they have a common purpose to prevent the 
BJP from returning to power. 
102 
POST ELECTION, BJP, UP 
91. SAHAY (Mohan). BJP to monitor UP developments. 
Statesman; 139, 285, 1993, December, 1; 1. 
There were hectic political parleys 
in the state capital today with reports of 
the BJP trying to prevent Mr. Mulayam Singh 
Yadav from becoming, the next chief minister 
of the state. The power brokers are in action 
and attempts are being made to hijack. Some 
of the newly elected members of the Samajwadi 
Party who do not come under the purview of 
the Anti-Defection Act. 
» 
PRACTICE, DiMOCRivCY 
9 2. BHAMBHRI (CP). Two Faces of Indian Democracy. 
Hindu,- 116, 272; 1993, November, 16; 8. 
Many serious social distortions have 
been generated and ecnouraged because of the 
manner in which democracy has been actually 
practised in the country. The best illustration 
of the positive and negative features of 
103 
democracy in India is provided by the 
current situation in which highly competitive 
elections are taking place in Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Mizoram and Delhi. 
PROBLEMS, MUSLIMS, MP 
93. SAHEY (Arun). Stoic Silence Voter apathy in 
MP -Hindu; 116, 266, 1993, November, 12; 6. 
The Muslim voters ar^ equally bitter. 
They have a more serious grouse against the 
congress (I) than the BJP as, in their 
perception, if only the former was sincere 
in its commitment to secularism the present 
situation would not have arisen, 
* 
REPRiSENTATION, MUSLIM, UP 
94. ZAFAR AGHA. Muslims: Wooing with kid gloves. India 
today; 18. 20; 1993 October. 31; 74. 
Muslim comprise between 10 to 40 
per cent of the voting population in most 
loa 
districts of U.P. But the 
representation of muslim MLAs reduced from 
56 to 23 in the period of 1985 to 1991. 
SECULARISM 
9 5. AKBAR (MJ), BJP and Mone politics. Telegraph; 
1993, October, 18; 6. 
He explains on current politics, the 
pots and tne kettdes have finally come to as 
agreement, one will rattle in the name of 
Higdutva. The other will roll to the melody of 
secularism. But behind the surface differences 
they are all the same. 
> 
JD, LEFT PARTIES 
96. LONG HAUL. Economic and Political Weekly; 
38, 49; 1993, December, 4; 2623. 
The left parties and the Janata Dal 
had proclaimed that defeating the BJP in 
these elections was VA*^^'* of life and death 
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for country's secular polity. Against this 
outcome of the election is being seen in a 
rather r(\o-iL dramatic light than per camps 
it should be. 
WELFARISM, SOCIALIS; 
97. DiSHPANDi (JV) Ideology in retreat* Economic 
and Political Weekly, 23, 51; 1993, 
December,18; 2780. 
On the whole, in the states elections 
in the four northern states and in Delhi 
major issues such as secularism vs communalism 
and socialism or welfarism vs free enterprise 
appear to have played only to minor role in the 
recent assembly elections. 
SOCIAL EQUALITY, BJP 
f 
98. LOOKING BSYONED the elections. Islamic voice; 
8-01, 85; 1994, January, 5, 4; 12. 
The Hindutwa forces have for the 
first time realised that hate campaign against 
l O B 
muslims can not be sufficient basis for 
uniting all among the what had come to be 
known as the majority community. The down-
trodden masses of India's Hindi heartland have 
shown that in their fight for social equality 
they are ready to shed their old loyalities. 
» 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, KANSHI RA^, UP 
99. DIVINE JUSTICE, Statesman; 134, 287; 1993 
December 3; 8. 
In the ultimate analysis, Mr. Kanshi 
Ram who has made the largest gains. The message 
of the J^ lections is Ayodhya was all right for 
short-term gains; it is Mandal and other issues 
falling under social justice umbrella that 
set the agenda. 
t 
SUPPORT, LEFT PARTIES 
100. LEFT IN The Lurch, M i a n Express; 62; 3; 
1993, November, 5; 8. 
Editorial sharply critisising on 
double stand towards the congress among members 
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as Politburo, Jyoti Basu's reported 
statament promising support to the congress 
informing a government in Himachal Pradesh 
has been reiterated by on other senior leaders 
also. But other group opposetS this movement. 
UNITY, INTEGRITY 
» 
101. KAUTILYA. Elections Sans ideologies, Sentinal; 
11, 197; 1993, October, 26; 5. 
The forthcoming mini general election 
may not be a referandum on December 6 events, 
but will certainly test the nation's will to 
safeguard its unity and integrity. 
» 
UPPERCAST3, KANSHI RAM, UP 
102. RAMASiiSHAN (Radhika) . Annihilator of Upper 
Caste. Pioneer; 3, 33^; 1993, December, 5; 9. 
Auther explains m Kanshi Ram's 
early period and his education which has been 
a waste. She quoted some utterances of Kansai 
Ram. Sg:- "I make no promises I tell people 
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have faith inme, I want your unconditional 
support. My duty is to protect their interesis, 
therefore, people give me support, people 
feel I am not a leader, but their messian" 
UTTARKAND 
103. BHATT (Jagdish). ^11 parties take up 
Uttarkand issue, Times of India; 254; 265; 
1993, November, 2; 4. 
With the assembly election barely 
a fortnight away, the demand for seperate hill 
state of uttarkand has become strident, forcing 
almost all the political parties to shed 
their ambivelence on the issue. 
MALPRACTICES, CHIEF MINISTER, 
ASSAM, MIZORAM 
104. GOKHALE (Nitin A ) . Bending the rules. Sunday; 
20, 50; 1993, December, 19-2 5; 93. 
109 
The Assam Chief Minister is accused 
of electoral malpractices in Mizoram by 
Election Commission. The main remark was 
misuse of official vehiclss by the Chief 
Minister. The EC also made in trouble many 
other proraiment leaders in various states. 
MISTAKES, BABRI MASJID,DEMOLITION, 3JP 
1)05.- THARYAN (P). Reprieve for Rao* Hindustan Times ; 
69, 335; 1993, Dec. 7; 12. 
Even though the congress has gained 
absolute majority in only two states, the way 
in which the poll results have boosted the 
morale of Narsimha Rao's at a level far out of 
proportion to the actual gains of the party 
in elections. The main mistake which the BJP and its 
allies have commited through demolition of 
Babri Masjid at Ayodhya. 
f 
MUSLIMS, UNITY , UP 
106. RHMASESHAN (Radhika). Cutting edge in UP. Pioneer; 
3, 334; 1993, December 5; 6. 
110 
The ultimate decision of Muslims 
to almost vote in bloc for the Samajwadi Party-
Bahujan Samaj Party combine, especially in 
eastern and central UP, was a result of a 
studied strategy. The congress was shunned for 
ideological and tactial reasons, since other 
alternatives were fragemented, the Muslim 
community evolved a simple thumb rule; Vote 
for the candidate best poised to defeat the 
BJP. 
PEACEFUL 
» » 
107. POSER TO Parties. Indian Express: 62, 20; 1993. 
November, 23; 8. 
The adqainistration in UP, Rajasthan, 
HP and Delhi deserves Kudos for the remarkbly 
peaceful polling held in the entire region. 
The Election commission, too, performed its 
tasks creditably. 
I l l 
UP 
• > 
108. UP AiO beyond. Times of India; 15'4, 279; 1933 
November, 23; 10. 
The polling in Uttar Pradesli was 
remarkably peaceful. If to this is added the 
violence-free polls in Rajasthan, Himachal 
Pradesh and Delhi, it may be possible to infer 
that the slide towards anarchy is neither 
inexorable nor irreversible. The credit for 
this healthy turn of events goes to the 
iilection Commission. The other satisfying aspect 
of the polling in UP was the large voter turn-out* 
The very feact that the Muslims have opted to 
participate In the electoral process in such 
large numbers suggests that they continue to 
repose faith in the fairness and efficacy of t'ne 
parliamentary system. 
POLARISATION, CAST-:, COMMUNITY, U? 
109. DHAR(Mk). ^ommunalism or Casteism. Hindustan 
Times; 69, 319; 1993, November, 21; 33. 
112 
The reports indicate a clear polari-
sation on the basis of caste, community and class 
interests, particularly in Uttar Pradesh, 
known as the cauldron of Indian Polity. Naturally 
enough despatches analysing trends in various 
constituencies in all the states include a 
breakup of the voters along caste and sub-caste 
basis-so many Rajputs, so many Yadavas, followed 
by so many Lodh's. 
POLITICAL PARTIES, BJP, MANIFSSTOSS, 
RAMRAJYA, SENTIMENTS. 
110. BETTING ON Bigotry. Tjmes of India; 146, 256; 
1993, October, 27; 10 
BJP's manifesto focus on Ramraja wnich 
is one of the most fatalous documents to have 
been penned in recent times. The BJP ignoring the 
vital issues like proverty, unemployment and 
economic miseries of the people. Instead of it, 
BJP is meraly responding to what it perceives as 
prevailing sentiments in various sectors. ExaTiple 
113 
iH.yodhya, Kashmir, Hazrathbal. In either case, 
the manifesto fails to inspire confidence. 
CANDIDATE, S3LSCTI0N CRIT.ZRIA, 
» > » 
CAST&;, RELIGION. 
111. DEi-RESSING STORY. Indian Express; 62, 10; 199^ 
November 12; 8. 
As the final lists of party candidates 
show, all political parties are pondering to the 
caste and religions calculations of the electroate 
through their selection of candidates. Therefor^^, 
these factors will play a major and decisive 
role in the outcome in a majority constituencies. 
CONGRESS, NEPOTISM 
112. MIGLANl(Sarijeev). Nepotism will cost congress 
dear at the hustings. Indian Express; 62, 6; 199"^ , 
November, 8; 6. 
The 'relative factor' which is new 
estimated to cost the congress at least 15 
per cent of the assembly seats at stake, was 
strongly resisted by a powerful section of the 
1 1 4 
party. The large-scale induction of wives, 
sons and other relatives of senior congress 
leaders as party candidates has betome a 
festering wound for the party. 
JANATA DAL, BREAK UP, 
» » » > 
RAJASTHAN. 
115. DANDIA (Milap Chandra). Breaking the party. Sunday; 
20, 50; 1993, December, 19-25; 34. 
In Rajasthan, JD legislators were 
more interested in drifting party. The party 
workers protested strongly against this horse tr ^dini 
without any responsibility . 
POST ELKCTION 
PROBLEM, POLITICAL PARTIES, BJ?, 
114. SARIN (Rity), BJP to conduct post-mortem on 
poll fiasco. Pioneer; 3, 334; 1993, December, 5; 1. 
A shell shocked Bharatiya Janata Party 
is despatching its General Secretaries to all the 
states where assembly elections took place 
in 
r e c e n t l y t o make on i n - d e p t h p o s t - p o l l assessment 
of i t s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y per formance . 
PROBLEMS, ELECTION COMT^ ISSION 
> » 
115. DISRUPTING THE Polls. Indian Express; 62, 4; 
1993, November, 6; 8. 
G.V, Krishnaraurthy, one of the two 
Election Commissioners appointed last month, has 
thrown the entire electoral process out of gear 
on the eve of assembly polls in six states by a 
new offensive against T.N. Sheshan, the Chief 
Election Commissioner, Displaying a deplorable 
lack of due sense of responsibility he has 
issued a circular instructing the central and 
state Governments not to carry out orders 
issued by the CEC relating to the polls. 
REFERENDUM,3ABRI MASJID, 
» » 
DEMOLITION, BJP 
116. LIMAYE (Madhu), BJP Fails the test, Hindu;1i5, 
293; 1993, December, 10; 8. 
l i t ) 
The BJP cnose t o t r e a t t he e l e c t i o n s 
as referendum on t h e even t s of December 6. I f 
i t i s hones t i t w i l l admit t h a t i t has l o s t trie 
referendum. The v e r d i c t i s c l e a r l y a g a i n s t t he 
Singh p a r i v a r ' s ac t of vanda l i sm. 
RESIGNATION, GOVERNOR, UP 
» » 
117. AGAINST ALL norms, ^ imes of India; 15A, 281; 
1993, November, 25; 12. 
Mr. Gulsher 4^med forced to step 
down as Governor of Hiraachal Pradesh, has further 
undermined his reputation by holding his politica' 
foes responsible for nis inglorious exit. The 
lesson of this particular episode is once a 
politician, always politician. It also warns 
against the use of Raj Bhavans, as parking places 
for favourite politicians. 
1 1 7 
RESULTS, ALLIANCE, DALITS, 
» 
YADAVS, UP 
118. ROY (A3it).New thrust of caste mobilisation, 
Economic and Political Weekly, 28, 49; 1993, 
December, 4; 2641. 
While the overall caste complexion 
of north Indian politics has reme ined apparent" 
unchanged, its inner impulse has undergone a 
significant cnange. This time deal to its UP 
have formed on alliance with Yadavs who also 
represent the oppressive class. 
, COALIATION, GAINS, ^ IZORAM 
119. CONGRESS (I)'S STRATEGY Pays off. Hindu; 116, 
290; 1993, December, 7; 8. 
The ruling congress(I)'s strategy of 
joining nands with the Mizoram Janata Dal and h; 
paid off, the two-party coalition having 
secured an absolute majority in the 40-member 
state.Assembly. By getting a popular mandate at 
118 
a second consecutive election, it has created 
electroal history of sorts, for this tiny north-
eastern state, 
t 
MUSLIMS, YADAVS, UP 
120. MITRA (Chandon). Biharisation of UP Politics. 
Hindustan Times; 59, 327, 1993, November, 29; 8. 
A new social coalition has implemented 
itself on UP's fractured polity. The coalition 
can be described as HYM, which stand for 
Harijan-Yadav-Muslim UP is thus the second state 
in the country to fall to the pressure from 
below, exerted by the minorities, a majority 
of the scheduled castes and the upwordly mobile 
Yadavs. 
EMERGENCE, SC-ST, UP 
» 
121. SEEMA MUSTAFA, Battle has only been drawn 
not Yon, Pioneer; 3, 330; 1993, December, 1; 8. 
The most significant development of the 
election results from UP is the emergence of Dalits 
as co-rrulers. For the first time since 
Independence, scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, 
who had been looked upon as a subservient vote-
bank by the congress, will come to share power 
11« 
in UP through the BSP. 
t 
PARIVAR 
FAILUR!]], IDEOLOGY, SAMGH 
122. ONE YEAR later. Times of India; 15A, 290; 1993 
December, 6; 12 
The outcome of the elections should 
convince it that the ideological offensive 
of the sangh parivar can be blunted. Two heartening 
developments need to be noted in the wake of the 
elections. The first relates to the very large 
turn-out of Muslim voters at the polls. They 
have reiterated their faith in India's democrat:c 
and secular order. The second is the answer to 
the retrograte ideology of Hindutva has come 
from the socially and economically depressed 
sections of the people. 
HP, UP 
GOVERNMENTS, INSTALLAT 1M 
-"• f 
123. BACK TO popular rule. Hindustan Times; 69; 
334; 1993, December, 6; 13. 
IP 
ytfith the installation of popular 
governments in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and 
Himachal Pradesh, the electionprocess has 
come to fruittion in these states. Editorial 
congragulaters on political process and 
returning to the democracy. Chief Ministers 
success will depend on how best he utilises 
the opportunity to win back the confidence of 
the people by providing them a good government. 
HIGH PERCENTAGE, PEACEFUL 
124. ELECTION SIGNALS. Times of India; 154, 172; 199? 
Novembsr, 12; 8. 
Two features are immediately noticeable 
about the current elections. First,there has 
been no major outbreak of violence or the kind of 
slamless booth-capturing. The second is the 
nigh turn-out of voters, ranging over 60 per cent 
which is probably, not unrelated to the 
generally tension-free atmosphere. 
121 
HINDUTVA, FAILURE 
I 
125. MIXED \rfi_iDICT. Hindu; 116, 2S4;1993, 
November, 30; 8. 
The outcome of these elections 
indicates that there is no overwhelming crystal: 
of popular sentiment around the Hindutva, 
platform as was claimed by BJP stretegists. The 
BJP's success in the capital reaffirms its 
credentials as a party with a strong appeal 
to the urban middle classes. 
HINDU UNITY, COMMUNALISM, 
» > 
LOSSES, BJP 
126. BIJW'AI (Praful), Hindutwa's march halted. Times 
of India; 154, 289; 1993, December 4; 12. 
The elections hold at least three major 
lessons. First, Hindu communalism cannot be 
combated through a "soft Hindutva" approach, 
second, the Muslims of the north have shown an 
extra-ordinarily high level of political maturity 
122 
by their principled, precise secular vote. The 
final lesson is that any attempt to construct 
artificial "Hindu Unity" and set it re vanchisti-
cally against Muslims "to get even" with them 
is doomed. 
» 
KANSHI RAM, GAINS 
127. MAI'JMOHAM. Success at last. Hindustan Times ; 
69, 334; 1993, December, 6; 12. 
The article narrates Kanshi Ram's 
part stories and activities. According to him, 
the recent elections in UP and MP were just the 
semifinals, run-up for the final match for 
the chair of Delhi, •'•oday, he is a sort of king-
maker, and co-sharer of power in India's most 
populous state. 
KHURANA (MAMDAN LAL),GAI^^S^ 
DELHI 
128. SHARMA (Rakesh). Champion of peoples causes. 
Hindu; 1l6, 47; 1993, December, 5; 16. 
123 
The article congratulate Mr. Madan 
Lai Khurana, who is newely elected chief rainiste 
of National capital Territory of Delhi. Also 
given nis profile and his poart activities in 
politics and social reforms. 
» 
LESSONS, BJP, UP 
129. BHADKAMKM (Ulka). Lessons for BJP in Uttar 
Pradesh.Pioneer; 3,330; 1993, December, 1; 4. 
The urgent need to exten^d the party's 
social and political reach into new sections of 
society, including backwards and the harijans, is 
among the "lessons" being drawn by the BJP from 
its defeat in UP. Error in distrubution of 
tickets and the public manifestation of infighting, 
including reports of sabotage in some quarters, 
also affected the BJP's chances. 
POLITICAL P/LRTIES 
130. GANDHI (Rajmohan). What the voter said.Hindu; 
116, 290; 1993, i^ ecember, 7; 8. 
1E4 
The message of e l ec t ions are the 
BJP has b3en warned by the Indian vo te r . The 
Congress ( I ) has been given a chance to reform 
i t s e l f , and the SP-BSP combine an opportunity 
to perform. The JD has been asked to change 
or wind up. 
UP 
131. SRIVASTHAVA (RC). UP Election verdict a lesson 
for Parties. Times of India; 134, 287; 1993, 
December, 2; 4. 
The people in UP have sent a clear 
message. The electorate in this vast state 
voted against the Bharatiya Janata Party but 
refused to give absolute power to any other 
party. It clearly wanted a hung house or, a 
coallation government. 
> 
MUSLIMS,ROLES, ANALYSIS, UP 
132. SHUKLA (Rajiv). Important role. Sunday; 2; 46; 
1993, November, 21-27; 41. 
1E5 
social groups which have rejected the BJP as 
the party of Brahmins and Banias. 
GAINS 
135 KHOSLA CShyam). BJP. Hindutva plank is here 
to stay Indian Express; 62, 31; 1993, December, 
4; 13. 
The BJP has emerged as a firm ideological 
force in Indian polity, reverses suffered by 
the party in the Assembly elections in Himachal 
Pradesh, MP and UP notwithstanding. The party 
managed to secure between 3A and 42.71 per cent 
of the valid votes polled in four states in 
spite of a strong anti establishment sentiment. 
DZLRl 
' f 
134- BALASHANKAR (R). Poll results: mixed outcome. 
F inane i al Expr e s s ; 18, 274; 1993 November, 30 ; '^^ , 
The BJP secured a two third majority in 
Delhi, emerged the largest party in crucial 
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan and faced a setback 
in Himachal Pradesh. The congress secured a 
I2S 
The Muslim of UP has played on 
impor t an t r o l e i n de t e rmin ing the r e s u l t s in 
nearly h a l f of t h e s t a t e ' s 425 Assembly 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . Today, t hey a re l i k e l y t o vo te 
fo r the s t r o n g e s t a n t i BJP c a n d i d a t e . This i s 
t h e only op t ion l e f t t o them. 
POLITICAL P.4RTI:^ S 
135. SETHI (Harsh). Voter's Message. Frontline; 
2,2; 1994, January, 28; 96. 
BJP has clearly suffered a set back 
in Party and outside. The congress performances 
are given enthusiasm to Prime Minister and 
state leader. The Janata Dal clearly has been 
rejecter" at the appropriate agency for 
social justice. Election Commission can claim 
credit for having conducted relatively 
troublefree elections. 
127 
ANALYSIS 
136 . MESSAGE FROM V o t e r s . Times of I n d i a ; 154, 284; 
1993, November, 29; 12. 
The p o l i t i c a l message from t h e 
e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s a v a i l a b l e up to now emphasise 
t h r e e t h i n g s : t h e congress p a r t ' s p a r t i a l 
r e c o v e r y , t h e BJP ' s abor ted ambi t ion and the 
J a n a t a D a i ' s sha rp d e c l i n e . These e l e c t i o n s 
have confirmed the growing s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e 
Dalit-OBC-Muslim a l l i a n c e . 
t 
BJP, ADVANI, LOSSES 
137. SHUKLA (Rajiv) Blaming it on Advani, Sunday; 
20, 49; 1993, December, 12-18; 40-41. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party President 
L.K. Advani, is likely to have tough time at 
the Party's national executive meeting on 18 December 
because of the set back in the recent assembly 
elections, H particular looby within BJP is 
planning to embarrass him during the session. 
m 
, , , , , APPLE 
GROWERS, SUPPORT, LOSSES, HP. 
13$. VERDICT IN Himachal. Hindustan Times; 69, 329; 
1993, December, 1; 12. 
The BJP leaders have reason to run 
over the manner in which their government 
antagonised the government employees and apple 
growers who have political influence far in 
excess of what their numbers suggest. 
BACKWARD 
, » > » » 
CASTE, HARIJANS 
131. VYAS (Neena). Time for introspoction. Hindu; 116, 
^7; 1993, December, 5; 8. 
The BJP hardly ever visualised such a 
defeat its leaders admit there is an urgent need 
for tne party to rethink its political strategy. 
The BJP may well have to pay more attention to 
the backward castes, the Harijans and other 
129 
thunderous victory in Himachal, improved 
its position in Rajasthan and got totally 
wiped out in UP and Delhi. In total doqainant 
force in the heartland states. 
140. BJP's OPPORTUNITY In Delhi. Hindu; 116, 285; 
1993, December, 1; 8. 
The voters in the national capital are 
certainly much more politically alert. To the 
coastituency comprising in a large part the 
urban middle class and government employees, the 
BJP's appeal has always been strong. This has 
been reinforced by the Ayodhya movement. The 
relentless pressure on the price line and the 
economic woes of the vulnerable rections must 
also have led the voters to give a chance to the 
BJP to try its hand. 
141. DELHI OUTCOME. Times of India; 154, 285; 1993, 
November, 30; 12, 
131) 
The impressive two-thirds majority 
the Bharatiya Janata Party has secured in the 
Delhi assembly has partly compensated for its 
rout in other states. The congress in Delni, as 
in the rest of the country, has lost the art 
of addr;ssing itself to the hopes and aspirations 
of the deprived and alienated sections of 
society. 
142. NO 3Tfi?PING-Stone.Economic and Political 'Weekly; 
28, 49; 1993, December, 4; 2625. 
The feet that the BJP's spectacular 
victory in the first assembly elections in 
Delhi was generally expected is perhaps the 
most significant comment that can be made 
of the outcome, i'^or the BJP to see it as a 
significant victory, a sort of stepping-stone 
is a desperate attempt to proj?r+ as reality 
13i 
143. 3RIVASTAVA (RC).Dyed-in-the-wool liberal. Times 
of India; 154, 285; 1993, December, 5; 16. 
In Rajasthan, the people verdict has no": 
gone in the BJP's favour to the extent of enabling 
the party to secure as absolute majority is the 
200 member Vidhan Sabha. The Congress, too, is 
well short of a clear majority, Tnis inevitably 
resulted in horse-trading and both the BJP and the 
congress went all out to rope in the independents 
and others to form the government. 
HINDUTVA, LOSSES, 
MP 
144. RiDDY (Muralidhar B). and KRISHNA ANANTH(V) 
Rebuffed in its Home ground. Hindu; 115, 47; 199^, 
December, 5; 9. 
The return of the Congress (I) to power 
and the decisive defeat of the BJP at the hustings 
in Madhya Pradesh undoubtedly marks a serious 
setback to the Hindutva brand of politics which 
had come to the Hindutva brand of politics which had 
I3Z 
come to occupy the centrestage in the Hindi 
heartland, particularly in the last three years. 
LOSSES 
'» 
145. BJP GOVERNMENT thrashed.Patriot; -31, 243; 
1993, December, 1; 4. 
The results of these election indicates 
that the BJP has lost heavily except Delhi, 
the party's performance has caused it a series 
set back. The principle reason of failure is the 
BJP govt, in the four states badly neglected the 
local development and socio-economic issues. 
146. CHOPRA (Pran). Fate of the BJP. Hindu; 1l6, 
287; 1993, December, 3; 8. 
The most outstanding single fact 
about the elections which ave just ended is 
that secular party. The elections have shown 
that the BJP can not be sure that it will be 
carried further by the w^ -ve of communal politics 
133 
147. HO:^  MUCH BJP has lost.Link; 36, 11; 
1993, October, 24; 3. 
The BJP lost on two counts: one, 
in the absence of a Ram lehar, it showed 
itself as a trade biased party; and two, it 
projected itself as a house divided by factional 
squabbles that had characterized the congress. 
HP 
• > 
1 4S. GAREWAL (Naveens). Paying the p r i c e . Pioneer; 
3 , 331;1993, December, 4; 9. 
The BJP's defeat in Hiraachal Pradesh i s 
a dir^^ct consequence of the harsh decis ions take* 
by Mr. Shanta Kumar and his cabinet during 
t h e i r 33-month ru le in the s t a t e . There i s an 
important lesson here for the new Chief Minister-
t read ca re fu l l for every s t ep can make or break 
h i s p o l i t i c a l fu tu re . 
134 
HP, UI 
149. BJP's CONSOLATION Prize. Hindustan Times; 
69, 327; 1993, November, 29; 13. 
For the Bharatiya Janata Party, realing 
under the shock of its serious r3verses in H.P. 
and U.P., the spectacular victory in Delhi should 
came as mor, than a consolation prize. Neither 
the pressence of rebels nor the Shiv Sena 
Challenge affected the BJP's prospects. 
MANDIR , COMMu'NALISM 
150. SEBASTIAN (Sunny). No clear Mandate. Hindu; 
116, 47, 1993, December, 5; 9. 
As far as the BJP is concerned though 
its favorite Mandir plank did not help much 
in the present elections, communal overtones and 
the anti-Muslim sentiment, still existent, 
helped it to a great extent. The election also 
135 
of Madhya Pradesh Diggy Raja may be youthful 
but the problems of MP are age-old. He may 
have trounced heavy weight Shama Charan Shukla 
to become the CM and he may inducted a 
backward one tribal as Deputy Chief Ministers, 
but political Management atove is n't enough 
to survive. 
- MP 
151. REPEAT VERDICT. Statesman", 134, 51; 1993, 
December, 5; 6. 
The defeat of the Bharatiya Janat Party 
in Madhya Pradesh is no less significant then 
its dethronement in Uttar Pradesh. The backward 
castes, tribals and minorities have shown that 
their hostility to the party extends beyond state 
boundaries. The verdict in the state is not 
merely a rejection of the politics of confronta-
tion, it reflects popular disenchantment with 
BJP's style of functioning while in power. 
13S 
reiterate the fact that the secular parties, 
if brought together, can contain the type of 
politics preached and practised by the BJP. 
152. BANEKJEE (Ashis) and YADAV(YogendrE). Victory of 
strategy. Front:tine; 2, 2; 199A, January, 28, 86. 
The BJP has suffered a major political 
defeat because of their lack of social commitment and 
over confidence. MP's congress victory is 
congress's superior electoral strategy. The thre? 
warning factions came together to preserve 
their collective self-interest of defeating 
BJP. 
152. MATHUR (Menoj).BJP leadership had become totally 
arrogant and corrupt. Blitz; 54, 1; 1994, Jan, 
Jan, 1; 8. 
v/ith the election of 46 year-old 
Digvijay Singh as Chief Minister, a new 
generation has spawned in the political carridors 
137 
UP 
1 54. AJAZ ASHRAF. From Ram to Kanshi Ram. 
Pioneer; 3, 334; 1993, December, 5; 7. 
The Hindutva forces have been put 
on the defensive and their dream of capturing 
power at the centre has received a big jolt as 
the BJP has been able to win as absolute 
majority only in Delhi. The loss of UP is 
particularly galling. The BJP won the elections 
in Delhi because the voters treated these 
elections as local elections, so, one should not 
portray these results as a victory of secular 
and democratic forces. 
155. BJP DOWN In UP. Times of India; 154, 286; 1993, 
December, 1; 10. 
In Uttar Pradesh, the country's most 
populous state, the voters have firmly 
reiterated their commitment to the secular 
forces. They have put into power a combination 
representing upwardly mobile backward castes 
138 
and similar sections of Dalits, supported 
by the minorities who have demonstrated 
their ability to carry out remarkable tactical 
voting. 
156. KHARE (Harish). Lessons from Lucknow. 
Times of India; 154, 286; 1993, December, 1; 10. 
The only real setback to the BJP 
calculations came from the Muslim voter. What 
the BJP strategists failed to realise was that 
while it was possible to ignore the Muslims 
and still cobble together a winning margin in 
a Lok Sabha contest, the arithmetic of smaller 
assembly constituencies give the UP Muslims 
a leverage ivhich they exercised with a vengence, 
RAJASTHAN 
'» 
157. BJP INSTALLED in Rajasthan. Hindu; II6, 289; 
1993. December, 6; 8. 
139 
Mr. Bhairon Singh Shekhawat who 
heads of the BJP in the newly elected Legislative 
Assembly in Rajasthan has become the Chief 
Minister for the third time. The long suspense 
as to which party would be installed in the 
state ended when the Governor, Mr. Bali Ram 
Bhagat, satisfied with the BJP leaders claim 
of support invited him to form the government. 
RM C.4RD, 
» » » » » 
OVER PLAY, 
158. NO time for Ego trips. Times of India; 62, 3; 
1993, December, 5; 15. 
Neither its victory in Delhi nor its 
improved vote percentage in UP and Rajasthan 
are enough compensation for the BJP for the 
loss of three out of the four states. It is too 
early however, to say whether this jolt will 
make it realise that it over played the Ram Mandir 
card. 
u<> 
RAM 
» » » > » 
REGION, LOSSES FAIZABAD 
159. SHARMA (M). Ram card doesn't help in the 
Ram region. Indian Express; 62, 28; 1993, 
December, 1; 7. 
One thing the polls prove is that the 
Ram card is no longer valid in the Ram region. 
BJP won 177 seats, has suffered a significant 
setback in Faizabad division, the epicentre of 
the mandir movement. Its wors't loss has been 
in this region where Ayodhya is situated. 
RSJECTIOM, 
, » » » » 
HINDUTVA, MP 
160. BEYOND HINDUTVA.Economic and Political Weekly; 
28, 50; 1993, December 11, 2688. 
While the failure of the BJP to 
master enough seats to form the government in 
MP has, once again, been interrupted as largely 
a rejection of its Hindutva agenda, the reality 
in different and more complete. 
I4i 
BSP, GAINS, MP 
161, S.-^RIN (Ashwini) .BSP establishes a stronger 
Presence. Indian Express; 62, 31; 1993, December, 
4; 3. 
Th- r£lrv:c-i Samaj Party (BSP) has not 
acnieved the position in which it could play a 
pivotal role in the formation of the Government 
in Madhya Pradesh, The BSP has got 10 out of its 
11 members from the areas where the influence 
of Madhav Rao Scindia and Arjun Singh was greate-' 
UP 
162. BSP As a factor. Hindustan '-^'imes ; 69, 335; 1993, 
December, 7; 12. 
Of the several surprise sprung by the 
results of the Assembly bye elections in five 
Hindi-speaking states, the biggest perhaps for 
most observers has been the showing of the 
B.S.P. Much more unexpected than the setback 
suffered by the BJP in UP, and even more than 
the performance of samajwadi party, has been 
the extent of influence demonstrated by the BSP. 
m 
» > » » » 
CONGRESS, GAINS 
163. PADGAONKAR (Dileep). North Follows South: The 
meek reach out for Power. Times of India; 154, 
287; 1993, December, 2; 10. 
From all a ccounts the outcome of 
these elections should reinforce stability of 
the Narasimha Rao government. The Prime Minister 
can be trusted to keep the contenders for his 
job firmly in place. 
t 
HP, MP 
164. GANGULI (Amulya). Congress in Winter, '-^'imes of 
India ; 154, 290; 1993, December, 6; 12. 
The congress appeal seems to have 
survived in Himachal Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, 
but U.P. is not far away and unless the congress 
can revive old magic formula encompassing all 
sections of society and denoting values free 
sectarian prejudices, it will find it difficult 
to retain its present gains. 
143 
MP 
• » 
165. 3JP TROUNCED In M.P. Times of India; 15^, 23f, 
1993, December, 2; 10. 
The congress' definitive triumph over 
the BJP in Madhya Pradesh must be the most 
satisfying outcome of recent elections. The 
Congress put together a coaliation in which the 
backwards, tribals and harijans found a place 
of pride; it openly talked about the possibility 
of opting for a Chief Minister from the weaker 
sections. 
166. CONGRaSS(l)'S TRIUMPH In MP. Hindu; 1l6, 235; 
1993, December, 3; 8. 
The Congress(l)'s convincing victory ir 
MP may not have wiped out the humiliation the 
party has suffered in UP but has certainly 
boosted its morale and its hopes of regaining 
the lost political initiative in the Hindi 
heartland. 
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LOSSES 
167. KATYAL (KK). Polarisation by compulsion. Hindu; 
116, 285; 1993, December, 1; 8. 
The Congress(l), it is clear, has 
emerged as a weaker force, but, in the process, 
no viable substitute has been thrown up. The 
poll verdict has created compulsions that have 
pushed the non-BJP parties on the same side 
of the fnece. 
RAJASTK/i'J 
168. UNCERTAINTY IN Rajasthan. Hindu; 116, 286; 
199, December, 2; 8. 
The emergence of a hung Assembly in 
Rajasthan with no party obtaining a clear majority 
in "the 200-member House has created a situation 
in with the Governor will play a leading roll in 
the formation of the new government. The BJP and 
congress are keen on forming the Government. But, 
it is likely to g BJP which has bagged 95 seats. 
14S 
UP 
159. DISASTER FOR Congress. Indian Express; 52, 28; 
1993, December, 1; 8. 
The Congress performance in Uttar Pradesh 
election where it got far fewer seats than in 
1991, is a disaster which neither its sweeping 
victory in Himachal Pradesh, nor.its improved 
position in Rajasthan can compensate for. The 
congress has lost its traditions vote bank with 
scheduled castes and Tribes, Muslims and other 
weaker section turning to the Samajwadi Party-
Bahujan Samaj Party combine and large sections 
of the upper castes supporting the BJ'^ . 
170. HASAN SUROOR. Total Alienation the cause. Hindu; 
116, 47; 1993, December, 5; 8. 
An important reason for the congross (l) 
rout in UP was the popular disenachantment with 
the party. Almost every section was alienated 
from it, especially upper caste Hindus, Harijans, 
backward cl. sses, Muslims etc. 
14S 
171. KATYAL (RK). Pointers from the poll verdict. 
Hindu; 116, 289; 1993, December, 6; 8. 
The political parties should now be 
taking up a analysis of the Assembly election 
results to find out lesson they learn. This 
force (Backward force) could be expected not 
only to consolidate itself in UP for the next 
Lok Sabha poll but also to try to expand its 
base so as to cover other states. 
172. SAHAY (Anand K).Trend reversed. Hindu; lib, 47; 
1993, December, 5; 7. 
In the assembly elections in UP, the 
Congress (l) polled only 15 percent of the votes 
as against the 18 per cent it had in 1991. Its 
seats also went down from 46 to 23. It would 
now be difficult to assert with conviction that 
the congress(l) can not obtain votes under 
Mr. Rao's stewardship of the party, 
14^ 
173. ShiTHI (Sunil). How a non-doer became a 
winner. Pioneer; 3, 33^, 1993, December, 5; 9. 
In UP, Rao's highest disaster has been 
the loss of the congress Muslim votebank. That 
is thanks to his failure in preventing the moseque's 
distruction. That event will remain the singla 
biggest blot in the career of any congress PM 
after Mrs. Gandhi's Emergency rule. 
RAMA PILOTS, 
LOSSES, RAJASTHAN. 
174. BHANDARE (Namita) . Lone^'^ at home. Sunday; 
20, 50;1993, December, 19-25; 16. 
The defeat of Rama Pilot, a former MLA 
from Bansur Assembly constituency in Rajasthar 
caused to decline the image of Rajesh Pilot, 
Union Minister for Home. Even the his caste, 
Gujjara are dominated in that area, he has lost 
his about not only within PMO but also amongst 
iriis own community, 
148 
SP-BSP, 
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GAINS, UP 
175. CHOWDHARY (Neerja). Stepping backward for 
power. Economic Times; 33, 275; 1993, December, 
5;6. 
The results show that this time it 
was essentially a vote for change. The people 
expressed their anger not against the dissolution 
of the state assemblies but against Chief Minister' 
Rao and Mulayam have been biggest gainers in 
this election. Kanshi Ram has emerged as the 
king maker. 
BJP CON TRADICTIONS 
176. MUKHOPADHYAY (Nilenjan). BJP: The balloon is 
pricked, Sconomic Times; 33, 27^; 1993 December, 
3; 5. 
The BJP had said that the polls was a 
referundum on the Hindtutwa range of ideas. Now 
clearly, the BJP has lost the referendum. Ther^ 
are several contradictions within the BJP and its 
m 
i d e o l o g i c a l p l a n k . The BJP bandwagon has 
r e c e i v e d a s e r i o u s j o l t . 
CPI-CPM, LOSSES, UP 
» 
177, CHATTERJI (Debasish), Concern over poor show by 
left parties. Pioneer; 3, 334; 1993, December, 5: 3 
There is deep concern in left circles ov^ r 
the "dismal" performance of the CPI and CPI(M) 
in the recent Assembly elections. The two parties, 
which held 10 seats in the four states, managed 
to win only nine of the 1,085 seats in the 
five states. 
JANATA DAL, GAII^ S, 
» > » » 
MIZORAM. 
178. H^MSNDR.. NARAYAN. Cong., MJOD to form coalition 
in Mizoram. Statesman; 134, 289; 1993, December 
6; 1. 
The joint legislature party of the 
congress and the Mizoram Janata Dal, which has 
secured 24 out of 40 Assembly seats, will held 
15i i 
its first meeting here tomorrow to elect its 
leader. By all indications, the present Chief 
Minister, Mr. Lalthanhawala is is going to be 
re-elected. 
LOSSES 
179. JANATA DAL- going, going, gone , Link; 36, 
12; 1993, October, 31; 3. 
The Party's dismal performance at the 
recently concluded Assembly elections provides 
on irristibly temping opportunity to hammer 
out its epitaph as a party that gasped out 
its last hurrah when V.P. Singh all 
sails and sit it on course on the 
rough sea of social engineering. 
UP 
180. AHUJA (Charanjit). SP-BSP humpled in SP State 
Chief's backyard. Indian Express; 62, 18; 199" 
December, 2; 7. 
15i 
While SP-33P combine has surprised 
every one by unexpected victories in the 
state, in the native district of state SP 
President, Ram Sharan Dass, has failed tc 
win even a single seat out of the seven seats 
SP and JD leaders are now blaming their own 
partyman for the reverses. 
3P-BSP, GAIMS, U? 
181. SnORT-Sl GHTSD reactions. Economic and 
Political Weekly; 28, 51; 1993, December, 
18; 2757. 
By emerging as the instrument for 
humbling the BJP's 'hindutavadi' monstrosity 
in Uttar Pradesh, the Bahujan Samaj Party-
Samajwadi Party combine has earned acclamation 
from various quarters, 
152 
182. THIRD FORCE. Financial Express; 18, 274; 1993 
November, 30; 6. 
By the recent assembly election, the 
SP-BSP combine emerged as a third force after 
the congress and BJP is to be welcomed. The 
another outcome is mandal card has triumphed 
over the communal card. By choosing to support 
the SP-BSP combine, the UP electorate may 
have opted for a kind of Biharisation, with 
the caste proving to be stronger than the creed, 
SECULARISM 
1B3. YADAV(Yogendra) Political change in North India^ 
Economic and Political 'y^ eekly; 28, 51; 1993, 
December, 18; 2767. 
The consequences of the state assembly 
elections in November are so claar and in some 
ways so welcome that it is tempting to read 
off menings from consequencies. The real meaning 
of the election results is, however, a different 
matter. A preliminary attempt to uncover it, 
153 
first by outliving some of the statewise 
patterns and, second, by discussing some of 
the larger trends in north Indian politics. 
CASTIESM 
'» 
184. SAi^ GHVI (Vir). End of the juggernaut, Sunday; 
20, 49; 1993, December, 12-18; 43-45. 
Results of the Assembly elections 
demonstrate the commitment of the people of 
India to secularism. And that the rejection of 
the BJP in state after state proves that there 
is no room for a Hindu party. The vote for the 
Mulayam-Kanshi Ram alliance in UP seems to have 
been a vote in favour of casteism rather than 
one against religions fundamentalism, 
GAINS 
185. SYED SHAHABUDDIN. Secularism has won a battle 
but the war is still on ,Muslim India; 11, 132, 
1993, December, 4. 
151 
The recent election results constitute 
a watershed in the continuing struggle between 
the forces of secularism and the forces of 
chauvanism which has become and will continue to 
be the decisive factor in Indian politics in 
the coming decade. The forces of secularism have 
won the battle but it is yet be seen they shall 
with the war. 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, JANATA DAL 
"» 
LOSSES 
186. KATYAL (Anita). Turbulent period ahead for JD. 
Times of India; 154, 285; 1993, November, 30; 3. 
Various Janata Dal leaders are busy 
pointing accusing fingers at each other, though 
publicity they all maintained that the JD's 
loss is actually a victory for the Dai's ideolog\ 
of social justice, especially since the major 
gainer inthis election, the SP-BSP combine, 
had also contested on the same Dlank. 
155 
SP-BSP, UP 
187. BANERJEE (Ashis). New equations: UP votes 
for Social Justice. Frontline; 2. 2; 199^, 
January, 28; 84. 
The UP election verdict proved the 
congres has lost its vote bank as backward 
class and minorities. The second major lost 
affected the BJP. Mulayam Singh has won the battle 
on a good Programme of Social Justice and 
Secularism. 
t 
SUPPORT, PRIME I^ INISTER 
188. BOSS (Ajay). On a strong wicket.Pioneer; 3, 
331; 1993, December, 3; 8. 
The article analysis the election 
results and stressed that r-^ sults have strengthened 
Rao's position in the party. There appears to be 
a new mood of confidence and buoyence in Prime 
Minister P.V. Narsimha Rao after the verdict of 
m 
the November Assembly pools. The congress 
has scored decisive victories in two of 
the four northern states formerly ruled by 
the BJP and the latter has failed to get a 
majority in a single one. 
TASKS, POST ELECTION, 
KHURAI^A, DELHI 
139. KHURANA's TASKS. Hindus tan Times; 69, 329; 
1993, Oecember, 1 ; 13 . 
The seve re wate r s c a r c i t y , the e r r a t i c 
power sypply and acu te hous ing s h o r t a^ T ^re 
some of ':'.:x c t r -r' problem a r e a s t h a t the Khurana 
government must t u r n i t s a t t e n t i o n t o . 
iJNEMPLOYMENT, PRICE, RAM 
H.^ -NDIR, LESSONS BJP. 
190. SHUKLA ( R a v i ) . Ram v/as no t enough. Sunday; 
20 , 4 8 ; 1993, December, 5 - 1 1 ; 2 8 . 
157 
The BJP has learnt that when 
we are campaigning in states where unemployment, 
law and order and the price of vegetables are 
the key issues, the Ram is simply not enough. 
The BJP failed to generate a Hlndutwa wave, 
Congress has made a few gains and Janata Dal 
wiped out. 
UNITY, BACK'fJARD CLASS, 
> » » 
SP-BSP, UP 
191. RAMAKKlSxHNAN V£NKITESH. Formidable force: 
The changing scene in UP Frontline; 2, 2; 
1994, Jan., 28; 6. 
The rise of the Samajwadi Party-
Bahujan Samaj Party combine to power in the 
election of UP indicates that the attempts made 
in the last decades to forge a unity of 
scheduled caste, backward classes and minoritie-s 
at the political level have started yielding resul" 
in the state. The emei^ ging force will concentrate 
for social change and economic reforms. 
15S 
» » » 
:LASS, UP 
UNLIFTMENT, BACKWARD 
.192. GOOD Wishes For UP Coaliation. Patriot; 
31, 2^5; 1993 December, 1; 4. 
Editorially expresses the good wishes 
to the SP-B3P government, Mr.Mulayam Singh 
should be aware of the responsibilities and the 
verdict to upliftment of backward classes and 
Muslims. Considering up's social background, 
the emergence of this combine as a powerful 
force is a significant development. 
VICTORY, ECONOMIC POLICIES, 
NARASIMHA RAO (PV) 
193. BACK TO basics. Times of India; 154, 285; 1993, 
December, 2; 10. 
The Prime Minister, Mr. P.V, Narasimha 
Rao, can easily rest content with the assurance 
that the electorate has not rejected his "new 
economic policies" even if it is argued that it 
15a 
has not fully endorsed them either. In fact, 
the truth is that economic policy was not 
much of an electoral issue in any of the 
states which went to the polls. 
YADAV (MULAYM SINGH) 
» » » 
GAINS, UP 
194. ARON (Sunita). Mon who won the UP battle. 
Hindustan Times; 69, 327; 1993, November, 
29i 11. 
Though speculations in the political 
circles were rife about the electoral prospects 
of the SP-BSP alliance, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
himself was never in doubt his party's victory 
at the hustings. Determined to fight out the 
BJP on its home wicket, he worked out on 
alliance with the unpredictable Kanshi Ram of 
B3P who had rejected several such overture from 
the congress in the past. 
16ii 
promoting backwards while simultaneously-
propping up the candidacy of Digvijay Singh. 
In Rajasthan, the congress and BJP tried to 
win over independents and rebels. 
t 
SPLIT, JANAT DAL (A) UP 
195. SWAMINATH (Ganesh). Split in Janat Dal(A) 
imminent. Pioneer; 3, 33^; 1993, December, 5; 3, 
Janata Dal finally resolved its intra-
party contradictions and offered support to the 
SP-BSP combine in Uttar Pradesh, a split in the 
Ajit Singh faction appeared imminent, with 
most of the 13 Lok Sabha members of the group 
annoyed with Mr. Ajith Singh for his attempt 
to become UP Chief Minister with BJP support. 
SUPPORT, MINORITY, YADAV (MULAYAM 
SINGH), UP 
1 9 6 . SARAT CHANDRA. Return of Mulayam. Sunday; 20, 
48 ; :'^ f^ ,^ r ccen i l e r , 5 - 1 1 ; 34 -35 . 
Ifil 
^^}, MULAYAM'S CATAPULT, s t a t e s m a n , 134, 283; 
1993, i^ecember, 4 ; 8 . 
The Mulayam •Singh's remarkable come-
back owes t o h i s s ing le -minded p u r s u i t of 
power and l i s i n t u i t i v e f e e l f o r p o p u l i s t p o l i t i c s 
He unders tood th rough ly t h e mechanics of p o p u l i s t 
p o l i t i c s and b e t t e r t h a n most . 
SELECTIONS, CHIEF MINISTERS, 
MP, UP, RAJASTHAN 
199. SARAT CHANDRA. Making of the Chief Ministers. 
Sunday; 20, 49; 1993, December, 12, 18; 34-39. 
The drama surrounding the Assembly 
elections in UP, MP and Rajasthan was equalled 
only by the excitement that accompanied the 
selection of Chief Ministers in those states. 
In UP Ajit Singh did his best to deny the 
Chief Ministership to Mulayam Singh Yadav. 
In MP, Arjun Singh played a double game 
IfiE 
The main reason of Mulayam 
returned to power is through his tough stand or. 
Ayodhya during his Chief Ministership. He 
projected himself as the messiah of the minorities. 
The SP-3SP combine also ganed from the fact that t 
there was on usually large turnout of Dalit and 
Muslim voters. On the other hand, the BJP had 
nothing but the temple to offer, which appealed 
only to the moneyed uppor castes. 
MUSLIMS POLITICAL PA/ITIES 
» » » 
SP-BSP, UP 
199. ZAIDI (Askari H). Tactical Muslim voting behind 
SP-BSP victory. Times of India; 154, 286; 1993, 
December, 1; 11. 
The UP poll results have proved, again 
for the first time, that tactical voting by the 
Muslims can ensure victory of a party or alliance 
in states where they are in sizeable numbers. 
m 
VICTORY, DEMOCtACY, DELHI 
» 
200. MISSING VOTER. Hindustan Times; 69, 308; 
1993, November, 9; 1^. 
The 62 per cent turnout in the Delhi 
elections is undoubtedly on index of the political 
consciousness of the electorate. The right to 
role is the very basis of democracy and if it is 
denied to citizens, the democratic exercise 
itself will become a force. The Election 
Commission must ensure that the process of 
rivising the voters' list is fool-proof. 
VOTERS, HIGH PER CENT AGE 
201. VAJEPAYI (Yogesh). High turnout a reflection 
of voter awareness. Indian Express; 62, 23; 
1993, November, 26; 6. 
A significant feature of process in 
recent elections was that the poll percentage was 
high in almost all the regions of this vast state, 
The latest poll percentage of 62.4 is the highest 
in the last three decades. This high percentage 
has left political pandits puzzeled. 
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